
December 06, 2024, Board Report
Division of Administrative Services 

Division Overview 

Pending matters of significance 

• Continuing to work with the Governor’s Office and the GFO on the 2026-2027 NDA 

budget.  

 

Partnership activities 

• The NDA partnered with Made in Nevada to hold a Made in Nevada Connections event 

for southern Nevada food, agriculture and beverage producers on August 20th, over 65 

industry members were represented.  

 

Program Updates 

Industry Development & Marketing  

• Led an inbound trade mission to Nevada from South Korea and the ASEAN region to 

visit hay producers and other animal feed producers July 10-12. 

• The Nevada Craft Beverage Passport was submitted for the North American Agricultural 

Marketing Officials (NAAMO) Marketing Excellence Award and was selected as the 

international recipient.  

o Dillon Davidson was also elected as the organizations 2024-2025 President  

• On July 30th, Senior Trade Officer, Dillon Davidson testified at a US Senate 

Subcommittee hearing on ‘Enabling Rural Businesses to Grow at Home While 

Competing Abroad’ and how that affects Nevada food and agriculture producers.  

• Led an inbound trade mission to Nevada from Canada and Mexico to meet with 7 Nevada 

food manufacturers August 19-20. 

• Director Goicoechea and Dillon Davidson represented the NDA at the NASDA Annual 

Meeting in September in Indianapolis, IN. 

• Led an agribusiness trade mission to South Korea October 15-18 with two of Nevada’s 

food manufacturers. 

• Represented the NDA at the Tri national Accord in DC October 21-23 discussing 

agricultural policy issues facing the US, Canada and Mexico as the USMCA is up for 

renegotiations in 2026. 

• The NDA held its annual food and agriculture photo contest this fall, with over 30 

submissions, the winner was Kari Brough from Wells, NV.  

• The 2024-2025 Women’s Farm2Food Cohort kicked off it’s 4th year with 13 women food 

producers or entrepreneurs in Nevada on November 14th.  

• The NDA held its Governor’s Conference on Agriculture on November 20th to discuss 

the economic outlook of Nevada food and agriculture, business resource opportunities, 

and how the agency implements licensing, fees and permits. Agricultural leadership from 

around the state also discussed pressing issues facing Nevada agriculture.  

• The 2024 Nevada Food, Agriculture, Beverage Small Business Award nominations are 

open through December 6th, and recipient will be announced at awards ceremony in 

January 2025.  
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https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2024/7/enabling-rural-businesses-to-grow-at-home-while-competing-abroad
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2024/7/enabling-rural-businesses-to-grow-at-home-while-competing-abroad


 

Communications Team  

News releases and stories 

• Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program kicks off in northern Nevada - KRNV 

• Harmful Algal Bloom Task Force Introduces HAB Tracking Tool and Offers Safe Water 

Recreation Tips - RGJ; KOLO; KSNV 

• Support local Nevada craft beverage industry at the Reno Aces game 

• Protect your household from rabies – Nevada Appeal; KSNV; KTNV; KOLO 

• West Nile detections in southern Nevada horse serves as reminder of importance of 

vaccination - KSNV; Las Vegas Sun; FOX 5; KLAS 

• Virginia Range feral horses removed from active construction site - KOLO; KRNV 

• Fill out the Application for Free and Reduced-Price School Meals to get students access 

to free school meals - Record Courier ; KRNV; Nevada Appeal; Carson Now 

• Fall applications are open to grow free native seeds – This is Reno 

• NDA welcomes Cathy Balcon as new Administrator for Division of Administrative 

Services 

• Applications open for the 2024 Women’s Farm2Food Accelerator Program - KOLO 

• Nevada Native Seed Partnership to host 8th annual Native Seed Forum – Nevada Appeal 

• Registration open for Governor’s Conference on Agriculture Nov. 20, 2024 – The Eureka 

Sentinel 

• Ray Saliga named new NDA Division of Plant Health and Compliance Deputy 

Administrator 

• Nominate an agriculture, food or beverage business for Small Business of the Year 

Award 

• Nevada farmer represents US at International Year of the Woman Farmer event 

 

Other news stories 

• Lincoln County Human Services offers Senior Farmers Market coupon for eligible 

seniors 

• Mormon Crickets Making Roads Slick in Elko 

• Cricket invasion slows in Elko, but Jarbidge inundated 

• Cricketville? 

• Swarms of Mormon crickets invade towns in the West 

• They crawl up my leg' Mormon crickets 'live' at White Rock home 

• Opinion: Hungry students can’t learn 

• Nevada program offers fresh produce to seniors with new coupon program 

• Nevada Dept of Ag rounds up dozens of horses to make way for housing development 

• Wild horse advocates outraged over Virginia Range horse removal in South Reno 

• Nevada Craft Beverage Passport 

• Nevada Democrats set up 2025 fight with Lombardo over free school meals 

• Fewer states to have universal free school lunches in 2024-25 

• Hey governor: Universal free lunches nourish the future of our society 
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https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Senior_Farmers%E2%80%99_Market_Nutrition_Program_kicks_off_in_northern_Nevada/
https://www.mynews4.com/news/local/nevada-program-offers-fresh-produce-to-seniors-with-new-coupon-program
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Harmful_Algal_Bloom_Task_Force_Introduces__HAB_Tracking_Tool_and_Offers_Safe_Water_Recreation_Tips/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Harmful_Algal_Bloom_Task_Force_Introduces__HAB_Tracking_Tool_and_Offers_Safe_Water_Recreation_Tips/
https://www.rgj.com/videos/news/2024/07/17/what-are-the-dangers-of-harmful-algal-blooms-in-northern-nevada-lakes/74447674007/
https://www.kolotv.com/2024/07/18/identifying-harmful-algae-blooms/
https://www.2news.com/news/toxic-algal-blooms-suspected-at-multiple-state-parks-across-nevada/article_0f5bd872-3ee8-11ef-ad11-9b3351540bc2.html
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Support_local_Nevada_craft_beverage_industry_at_the_Reno_Aces_game/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Protect_your_household_from_rabies/
https://www.nevadaappeal.com/news/2024/jul/23/rabies-confirmed-in-carson-city-bats/
https://news3lv.com/news/local/bat-tests-positive-rabies-clark-county-carson-city-nevada-las-vegas-department-agriculture-nda-lab-testing-wildlife-animals-vaccinations
https://www.ktnv.com/news/officials-share-tips-to-stay-safe-after-rabies-found-in-nevada-bats
https://www.kolotv.com/2024/07/23/officials-recommend-residents-protect-pets-rabies-during-season-intensified-bat-activity/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/West_Nile_detections_in_southern_Nevada_horse_serves_as_reminder_of_importance_of_vaccination/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/West_Nile_detections_in_southern_Nevada_horse_serves_as_reminder_of_importance_of_vaccination/
https://mynews4.com/news/local/nevada-department-of-agriculture-urges-vaccination-after-recent-west-nile-deaths
https://lasvegassun.com/news/2024/jul/24/horses-infected-with-west-nile-virus-euthanized-in/
https://www.fox5vegas.com/2024/07/24/two-horses-euthanized-southern-nevada-after-contracting-west-nile-virus/
https://www.8newsnow.com/news/local-news/west-nile-virus-cases-rise-to-14-in-clark-county-snhd-says/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Virginia_Range_feral_horses_removed_from_active_construction_site/
https://www.kolotv.com/2024/08/27/nevada-department-agriculture-adopting-out-horses-removed-south-reno-wild-horse-connection/
https://mynews4.com/news/local/nevada-department-of-agriculture-to-adopt-out-24-feral-horses-from-construction-site
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Fill_out_the_Application_for_Free_and_Reduced-Price_School_Meals_to_get_students_access_to_free_school_meals/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Fill_out_the_Application_for_Free_and_Reduced-Price_School_Meals_to_get_students_access_to_free_school_meals/
https://www.recordcourier.com/news/2024/apr/10/free-school-meals-ending-state-wide/
https://mynews4.com/news/local/applications-for-free-and-reduced-meals-now-being-accepted
https://www.nevadaappeal.com/news/2024/mar/28/state-funding-for-free-school-meals-ending-applications-due-may-24/
https://www.carsonnow.org/reader-content/03/28/2024/nevada-families-encouraged-complete-free-and-reduced-meal-eligibility-form
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Fall_applications_are_open_to_grow_free_native_seeds/
https://thisisreno.com/2024/08/nevada-department-of-agriculture-offers-free-native-seeds-to-ag-producers/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/NDA_welcomes_Cathy_Balcon_as_new_Administrator_for_Division_of_Administrative_Services/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/NDA_welcomes_Cathy_Balcon_as_new_Administrator_for_Division_of_Administrative_Services/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Applications_open_for_the_2024_Women%E2%80%99s_Farm2Food_Accelerator_Program/
https://www.kolotv.com/2024/10/04/applications-open-2024-womens-farm2food-accelerator-program/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Nevada_Native_Seed_Partnership_to_host_8th_annual_Native_Seed_Forum/
https://www.nevadaappeal.com/news/2024/oct/29/native-seed-partnership-to-host-annual-native-seed-forum-nov-6/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Registration_open_for_Governor%E2%80%99s_Conference_on_Agriculture_Nov__20,_2024/
https://eurekasentinel.com/2024/10/registration-open-for-governors-conference-on-agriculture-nov-20/
https://eurekasentinel.com/2024/10/registration-open-for-governors-conference-on-agriculture-nov-20/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Ray_Saliga_named_new_NDA_Division_of_Plant_Health_and_Compliance_Deputy_Administrator/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Ray_Saliga_named_new_NDA_Division_of_Plant_Health_and_Compliance_Deputy_Administrator/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Nominate_an_agriculture,_food_or_beverage_business_for_Small_Business_of_the_Year_Award/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Nominate_an_agriculture,_food_or_beverage_business_for_Small_Business_of_the_Year_Award/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2024/Nevada_farmer_represents_US_at_International_Year_of_the_Woman_Farmer_event/
https://lccentral.com/2024/07/19/lincoln-county-human-services-offers-senior-farmers-market-coupon-for-eligible-seniors/
https://lccentral.com/2024/07/19/lincoln-county-human-services-offers-senior-farmers-market-coupon-for-eligible-seniors/
https://www.2news.com/video/mormon-crickets-making-roads-slick-in-elko/video_12ac8c94-d8f9-598c-9f3c-41fa4398df23.html
https://elkodaily.com/news/local/cricket-invasion-slows-in-elko-but-jarbidge-inundated/article_af17b6a6-340c-11ef-8577-cf7994d16b6a.html#:~:text=A%20Mormon%20cricket%20crosses%20a%20road.&text=ELKO%20%E2%80%94%20Mormon%20cricket%20swarms%20are,That's%20for%20sure.%E2%80%9D
https://elkodaily.com/news/local/cricket-invasion-slows-in-elko-but-jarbidge-inundated/article_af17b6a6-340c-11ef-8577-cf7994d16b6a.html#:~:text=A%20Mormon%20cricket%20crosses%20a%20road.&text=ELKO%20%E2%80%94%20Mormon%20cricket%20swarms%20are,That's%20for%20sure.%E2%80%9D
https://elkodaily.com/news/local/treatments-against-mormon-crickets-having-effect/article_8892a538-2442-11ef-a72c-63a236867929.html
https://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/swarms-of-mormon-crickets-invade-towns-in-the-west/1651222
https://elkodaily.com/news/local/government-politics/mormon-crickets-live-at-white-rock-home/article_3c8f988e-45ef-11ef-abe5-d7b4086519e9.html
https://thisisreno.com/2024/08/opinion-hungry-students-cant-learn/
https://www.mynews4.com/news/local/nevada-program-offers-fresh-produce-to-seniors-with-new-coupon-program
https://thisisreno.com/2024/08/video-nevada-dept-of-ag-rounds-up-dozens-of-horses-to-make-way-for-housing-development/
https://www.foxreno.com/news/local/wild-horse-advocates-outraged-over-virginia-range-horse-removal-in-south-reno
https://www.2news.com/news/local/nevada-craft-beverage-passport/article_1252159e-4d4f-11ef-a92e-d753d484df0c.html
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/nevada-democrats-set-up-2025-fight-with-lombardo-over-free-school-meals
https://www.10news.com/us-news/education/fewer-states-to-have-universal-free-school-lunches-in-2024-25
https://lasvegassun.com/news/2024/aug/20/hey-governor-universal-free-lunches-nourish-the-fu/


• Viral 'Tarantula Hawk' Pepsis Wasp inherent part of Las Vegas ecosystem 

• Indy Environment: Mormon cricket outbreaks — ‘unique and amazing’ or a giant 

nuisance? 

• A mandate for ‘humane’ pigeon trappings could be coming to Clark County 

• PLC honors awardees, elects president 

• Fallon farmers discuss support and challenges of USDA 

• Tarantulas look for love in Nevada with mating season underway 

• Tensions flare again at City Hall over wild horses and south Reno development 

• Small Business of the Year Award applications now open 

 

Communications Plans  

The communications team continues to implement four concurrent communication plans with 

tactics including:   

• Monthly Newsletters  

• Industry Updates 

Public Records Requests 

• Staff fielded 62 public records requests to date in 2024, of which 48 are completed.  

 

Agricultural Literacy 

• Assisted with the implementation of Nevada FFA Greenhand Conference hosted in 

Mesquite, NV in October. Over 150 students attended the conference.  

• Moolissa/Moonique presence at: 

o Reno Rodeo Kids Day June 23rd  

o Fallon Cantaloup Festival August 22-25th  

o Empire Elementary School Ag Day November 1st 

o Meet The Turkeys November 9th  

o Buckaroo Traditions Gathering November 15-17th  

 

General Administrative Services  

• The FY24 budget was closed out by October with all budgets in the green, except for one 

(4552).  

• The NDA fiscal staff is 100% staffed for the first time in 5 years with 4 internal 

promotions.  

• Budget Account review: 

o BA 4551 
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https://www.ktnv.com/news/viral-tarantula-hawk-pepsis-wasp-inherent-part-of-las-vegas-ecosystem
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/mormon-cricket-outbreaks-unique-and-amazing-or-a-giant-nuisance
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/mormon-cricket-outbreaks-unique-and-amazing-or-a-giant-nuisance
https://www.fox5vegas.com/2024/09/27/mandate-humane-pigeon-trappings-could-be-coming-clark-county/
https://www.wylr.net/2024/09/27/plc-honors-awardees-elects-president/
https://www.2news.com/townnews/agriculture/fallon-farmers-discuss-support-and-challenges-of-usda/article_5498672e-7f9e-11ef-83e9-633c44e7a9d9.html
https://www.8newsnow.com/news/local-news/tarantulas-look-for-love-in-nevada-with-mating-season-underway/
https://thisisreno.com/2024/10/tensions-flare-again-at-city-hall-over-wild-horses-and-south-reno-development/
https://foxreno.com/amp/news/local/small-business-of-the-year-award-applications-now-open
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=d2b338fd7444b0e317e70c4fb&id=da22496c23
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=d2b338fd7444b0e317e70c4fb&id=8d89ab7ecc



