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Mission Statement 
The Nevada Wildlife Services Program (WS) is a collaborative 
program involving the Nevada Department of Agriculture’s Divi-
sion of Animal Industry (State) and the USDA-APHIS-Wildlife 
Services Program (federal), whose mission is to protect agricul-
ture, natural resources, property, and the human health and safe-
ty of the citizens of Nevada from the threat of injury, damage, or 
resource loss due to wildlife. 

Introduction 
During November, wildlife damage management work was con-
ducted on an estimated 4.8 million acres of land under agree-
ment.  On these lands, WS personnel helped Nevada’s farmers 
and ranchers protect over $80.5 million in agricultural resources 
such as cattle, sheep, and livestock feed; and over $4.5 million 
in natural resources.  Additionally, WS assisted 114 persons and 
entities with technical assistance which involves providing infor-
mation or equipment to cooperators so they can resolve prob-
lems themselves.  Cooperators reported $58,230 in damage and 
WS Specialists verified $28,448 in damage to utilities and other 
agricultural resources.  These losses would be much higher with-
out an effective wildlife damage management program.  During 
November, coyotes accounted for $14,324 in verified losses, 
mostly to livestock, and 302 coyotes were taken with a variety of 
management methods to resolve these and other ongoing com-
plaints.  WS routinely collects blood samples or oral swabs from 
species taken or handled during normal control activities for 
monitoring the presence of plague, avian influenza, and other 
diseases.  In November, 2 samples were processed. 

The following excerpts are a selection of activities and events of this program 
which occurred during the month of November, 2014.  

Resource Protection 
State Office 
 

During the reporting period, the State Office provided non-lethal 
recommendations to Nevadan’s to assist in alleviating their con-
flicts with wildlife, particularly coyotes and raccoons.  For more 
information about resolving conflicts with wildlife, please go to 
the following link:  http://agri.nv.gov/Wildlife.  Where wildlife biol-
ogy and damage management methods are offered by species. 
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East District 

On November 3
rd

, a concerned person stopped Wild-
life Specialist (WS) Billy Taylor regarding a possible 
lost hunter in eastern White Pine County.  The person 
said that family members had reported that their rela-
tive was hunting in hunt unit 114 and had failed to 
check in as agreed upon.  The person provided WS 
Taylor with a picture of the missing vehicle.  WS Tay-
lor contacted the Ely plane that was working nearby.  
The Ely plane was able to fly over and locate the 
missing hunter.  The plane landed on a road near the 
camp and let the hunter know of his families con-
cerns.  The hunter in turn drove out to cell service 
and made contact with his family.  The hunter was 
very embarrassed over the whole ordeal but the fami-
ly was very pleased with Wildlife Services’ assistance. 
 
On November 3

rd
, a sheep producer reported that he was missing 85 sheep and feared coyotes may 

have killed them.  WS Randy Evans was contacted.  WS Ev-
ans told the sheep 
producer that he had 
been in contact with 
each sheep herder 
the entire season and 
only documented 
about a half dozen 

sheep that had been killed by coyotes.  WS Evans traveled 
to the location and spent the day hiking into the remote can-
yon in Eureka County.  After about four hours of searching, 
WS Evans located 94 sheep grazing in a canyon.  WS Evans conveyed that information to the 
sheep owner.  The sheep rancher was very pleased with WS Evans efforts and said that a couple of 
sheep herders were going to receive a scolding for both losing the sheep and then saying that coy-
otes had killed them. 
 
On November 10

th
, WS Billy Taylor received a call from a sheep producer in eastern White Pine 

County near the Utah border concerning the loss of four ewe sheep, valued at $1,000, to coyote pre-
dation.  WS Taylor set several pieces of ground equipment near the kills and also called for assis-
tance from the Ely plane.  The Ely plane responded to the location and was able to remove two coy-
otes near the sheep.  WS Taylor removed one additional coyote stopping the damage.  WS Taylor 
provided non-lethal technical assistance to help prevent future losses. 

 
On November 10

th
, a cattle rancher in Nye County contacted Dis-

trict Supervisor (DS) Joe Bennett concerning a problem with both 
ravens and coyotes.  The rancher reported that he had just recently 
started calving and that about 300 ravens were harassing the new-
born calves and had killed at least three by pecking out their eyes.  
The rancher also reported that coyotes had killed another three 
calves, bringing the total loss to $5,400.  On November 13

th
 and 

14
th
, DS Bennett and WS Evans responded to the location and 
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confirmed the losses.  Treated eggs were placed out in close 
proximity to the raven damage and the offending ravens were 
removed.  The Ely plane was also called to the location, which 
removed eight coyotes.  The rancher was very pleased with the 
fast response by Wildlife Services.  DS Bennett also provided 
non-lethal technical assistance in an effort to help prevent fu-
ture losses. 
 
On November 17

th
, WS Billy Taylor received a call from a 

sheep producer in 
northern White Pine 
County concerning the loss of fourteen ewe sheep, val-
ued at $3,500, to coyote predation.  WS Taylor traveled 
to the location and confirmed the loss of the sheep.  The 
sheep were grazing very close to the boundary of an In-
dian Reservation that did not allow predator control.  WS 
Taylor set several traps and snares near the kills.  WS 
Taylor also called for the assistance of the Ely plane.  
The Ely plane responded to the location a few days later 
and was able to remove two coyotes near the kill sites.  
WS Taylor also removed two coyotes near the kills, 
bringing an end to the damage.  WS Taylor provided non
-lethal technical assistance to help prevent future losses. 

 
On November 24

th
, WS Scott MacDonald confirmed the loss of two ewes, valued at $500, in eastern 

White Pine County near the Utah border.  WS MacDonald was able to remove three adult coyotes 
near the kills, bringing an end to the damage.  No further losses have been reported.  WS MacDon-
ald also provided non-lethal technical assistance to help stop future losses. 

 
On November 25

th
, WS Scott Little confirmed the loss of 

three lambs, valued at $450, to coyote predation.  The dam-
age occurred on a remote ranch in Nye County.  WS Little 
placed several traps near the kills and was able to remove 
two adult coyotes.  To date, no further losses from this band 
of sheep have been reported.  WS Little also provided tech-
nical assistance, in the form of non-lethal recommendations, 
to help prevent future losses.  The rancher was very pleased 
with the fast response provided by Wildlife Services and WS 
Scott Little. 
 
WS Mac Crome spent the month of November removing 

coyotes in Elko County near the Utah Border.  More than twelve bands of sheep spend all winter in 
this portion of eastern Nevada.  Protecting that many bands of sheep is a daunting task, but one that 
WS Crome excels at.  For the past two seasons, the sheep producers have been very happy with all 
of WS Crome’s hard work and dedication protecting their sheep from predation.  
  
West District 
On November 3

rd
, WS Ben Miller was busy placing trail snares and call boxes out around several 

herds of translocated bighorn sheep (hunt units 011-013).  WS Miller discovered where several lions 
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had been watering at a guzzler, but only staying for 
short periods of time and then coming back several 
weeks later.  While inspecting a call box /snare/site, WS 
Miller captured a five year old, 140 pound male lion with 
a trail snare.  The lion was removed where WS Miller 
saw some bighorn sheep just days earlier.  Research 
suggests that it takes 200-300 deer-sized animals to 
raise a single lion to reach the five year old range.  WS 
Miller will continue to protect translocated California big-
horn sheep. 
 
During the month of November, 

WS John Peter was placing out equipment around calving areas to reduce 
coyote predation.  WS Peter has had a lot of livestock calls around Hum-
boldt County area this year.  During the month, WS Peter removed 41 coy-
otes during the month of November:  29 with the use of M-44s, and the re-
mainder with the use of calling, traps and snares.  WS Peter will continue to 
protect livestock from predation with all effective methods. 
 
On November 17

th
, Instructor Pilot (IP) Wes Gossard and Crew Member 

(CM) Brandon VanderMay conducted an early morning flight around several 
cattle producers in Humboldt County.  During the early morning flight, 21 
coyotes were removed. The cattle producers reported that the cold tempera-
tures were bringing in more coyotes around the calving areas.  Fortunately 
there haven’t been too many livestock losses, but the aerial crew has been hard at work keeping 
coyotes away from the vulnerable calves.   WS Peter provided ground support during aerial opera-
tions by locating coyotes by voice howling.  Protection efforts will be ongoing. 
 
During the month of November, several golf course managers in 
Clark County reported that American coots had caused extensive 
damage to their valuable properties.  DS Spencer talked with sev-
eral golf course managers and helped them secure the proper pa-
perwork to apply for federal migratory bird depredation permits to 
reduce coot damage.  Although coots may be year round resi-
dents, their numbers drastically increase in Clark County during 
the fall when they winter till mid spring. 

 
On November 6

th
, WS Miller caught an 8 

year old 165 pound male lion near a population of California bighorn sheep in 
northern Washoe County (hunt unit 011-013).  The lion had several scars in-
cluding a portion of its upper lip missing and portions of its ears ripped up, 
most likely from fighting with other territorial male lions.  The lion was cap-
tured utilizing a call box /trail snare set.  This is the third lion WS Miller has 
removed out of this area to protect the wild sheep.  WS Miller incorporates 
anti-sheep fence over the trail snares sets, so non target ungulates will not be 
captured. 
 
On November 26

th
, WS Peter checked equipment around haystacks in Hum-

boldt County that had been experiencing feral pig damage.  WS Peter has been running equipment 
in the area for coyotes, but also has trail snares placed around the stack yards for pigs. Upon in-
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spection, WS Peter removed one medium sized feral pig near the damage site.  This was the fourth 
feral pig WS Peter removed during the past month.  The rancher was very pleased with the protec-
tion efforts provided by WS Peter.  Protection efforts will be ongoing. 
 
On November 20

th
, IP Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an early morning flight around sever-

al calving areas in Humboldt County.  During the flight, seven coyotes were removed.  During this 
time of year, cattle producers constantly request aerial assistance around their calving areas.  Dis-

trict Supervisor Jack Spencer provided ground 
support. 
 
On November 24

th
, IP Gossard and CM Vander-

May conducted an early morning flight around 
several calving areas and winter sheep bands in 
Lyon County.  During the flight, six coyotes were 
removed.  WS Nick Smith provided ground sup-
port during aerial operations. 
 
On November 25

th
, IP Gossard and CM Vander-

May conducted an early morning flight around 
several high elevation winter sheep bands in 
Lander County.  The herder reported that a pair of 
coyotes were seen leaving the area of sheep 
bands during the early morning hours.  During the 

flight, two coyotes were removed very close to the sheep bands.  To date, no further livestock losses 
have been reported.  WS George Hansen provided ground support during aerial operations. 
 
On November 26

th
, IP Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an early morning flight around sever-

al calving areas in Lander and Humboldt County.  During the morning flight, a 
total of 24 coyotes were removed.  DS Spencer provided ground support. 
 
During the month of November, WS Smith was busy placing equipment 
around calving areas in Douglas and Lyon Counties.  One livestock producer 
had one cow lost during the birthing process to coyotes.  WS Smith removed 
six coyotes with the use of M-44s and one coyote by leghold trap in the area of 
the dead cow to resolve the conflict.  WS Smith has several other livestock 
complaints ongoing. 
 
During the month of November, Wildlife Biologist (WB) Zack Bowers continued 
to deter wildlife from using/crossing the airfield at a military installation in 
northern Nevada.  In an effort to keep these species from crossing the airfield, WB Bowers has uti-
lized harassment with several methods.  WB Bowers harassed seven species of birds from on and 
around the airfield including red-tailed hawks, mallards and blackbirds.  WB Bowers continues to 
monitor the airfield and surrounding area on a daily basis in order to stay on top of the situation.  
 

New and Developing Methods 
Nothing to Report 
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Valuing and Investing in Employees 
During the month of November, WB Luke Barto began his overseas detail assignment in the Middle 
East.  WB Barto will be protecting US Service Members and allies from the threat of wildlife strikes to 
aviation.  WB Barto will be making site visits, documenting potential threats to aviation safety fol-
lowed with threat management suggestions and removing threats as necessary. 
    

Information and Communication 

On November 8
th
-10

th
, State Director (SD) Mark Jensen, DS Spencer and Staff Biologist (SB) Jack 

Sengl attended the annual Cattleman’s/Woolgrower’s meeting held in Elko, NV.  The WS represent-
atives manned the Wildlife Services booth and met with livestock producers and members of the 
public who attended the meeting.  On November 9

th
, State Director (SD) Mark Jensen also present-

ed a program overview to sheep producers at the Woolgrower’s breakfast. 
 
On November 25

th
, WB Bowers conducted a trapping class for the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Cultural 

Program.  WB Bowers provided an overview of 
the basics of trapping including safety practices.  
WB Bowers demonstrated the use of several 
types of snares and traps in a class room set-
ting.  The class generated a great deal of inter-
est and it is likely that WB Bowers will be con-
ducting a field trip for the Fallon Paiute-
Shoshone Cultural Program in the near future.  
The field trip to an outdoor location site will al-
low WB Bowers to demonstrate the practical 
applications of those trapping methods previ-
ously discussed with participants in the class 
room. 
 

Emerging Trends/Issues 
Nothing to Report 
 

Equal Employment Opportunity/Civil Rights (EEO/CR) 
Nothing to Report 
 

Future Meetings and Events 
December 8

th
, N-6 Grazing Board meeting in Austin, DS Bennett to attend. 

 
December 16

th
, N-1 Grazing Board meeting in Elko, DS Bennett and SB Sengl to attend.  
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