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Mission Statement 
The Nevada Wildlife Services Program (WS) is a collaborative 
program involving the Nevada Department of Agriculture’s Divi-
sion of Resource Protection (State) and the USDA-APHIS-
Wildlife Services Program (federal), whose mission is to protect 
agriculture, natural resources, property, and the human health 
and safety of the citizens of Nevada from the threat of injury, 
damage, or resource loss due to wildlife. 

Introduction 
During February, wildlife damage management work was con-
ducted on an estimated 8.6 million acres of land under agree-
ment.  On these lands, WS personnel helped Nevada’s farmers 
and ranchers protect over $88 million in agricultural resources 
such as cattle, sheep, and livestock feed; and over $31.3 million 
in natural resources.  Additionally, WS assisted 66 persons and 
entities with technical assistance which involves providing infor-
mation or equipment to cooperators so they can resolve prob-
lems themselves.  Cooperators reported $92,200 in damage and 
WS Specialists verified another $20,650 in damage to other agri-
cultural resources.  These losses would be much higher without 
an effective wildlife damage management program.  During Feb-
ruary, coyotes accounted for $19,050 in verified losses, mostly to 
livestock, and 492 coyotes were taken with a variety of manage-
ment methods to resolve these and other ongoing complaints.  
WS routinely collects blood samples or oral swabs from species 
taken or handled during normal control activities for monitoring 
the presence of plague, avian influenza, and other diseases.  In 
February, 45 samples were processed. 

The following excerpts are a selection of activities and events of this program 
which occurred during the month of February, 2012.  

Resource Protection 
State Office 
 
During February, 2012, the State Office trap loaning program 
checked out 10 cage traps.  The species distribution for the 
traps loaned out were:  raccoons (1), ground squirrels (4), mar-
mots (1), rabbits (1) and striped skunks (3). Information regard-
ing baits to use, trap placement tactics, handling of trapped ani-
mals and safety precautions to take when working with the wild-
life species were provided for all equipment loaned. 
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East District 

On February 1st, the Ely plane flew eastern White Pine County.  Wildlife 
Specialist (WS) Virgil Fullerton had confirmed the loss of at least five 
adult ewe sheep to coyote predation during the previous two weeks.  The 
value of the sheep was placed at $1,250.  With the assistance of WS 
Fullerton as the ground crew, the plane was able to remove four coyotes 
near the location of the depredated sheep.  WS Fullerton also provided 
technical assistance, in the form of non lethal recommendations, to the 
sheep producer in an effort to help prevent future losses.  Many of these 
recommendations are currently in place including guard dogs, harass-
ment and hazing and carcass removal to help prevent predation issues. 
 
On February 2nd, District Supervisor (DS) Joe Bennett conducted a day 
long field inspection with WS Dayne Barnes.  The field inspection took 
place in the Delamar Mountains in the Nevada Department of Wildlife 
(NDOW) hunt unit 241.  Field inspections are very important to ensure 
that each Wildlife Services’ employee has the necessary safe operating 
equipment; is operating according to Wildlife Service’s policies and direc-
tives; and conducting all field activities in a safe manner. 
 
On February 3rd and 4th, coyotes were removed in southern Lincoln 
County to protect desert bighorn sheep.  WS Barnes confirmed the loss 
of one adult ewe bighorn sheep in the Meadow Valley Range to coyote 
predation.  A bighorn sheep hunter reported the depredated ewe to the 
local NDOW biologist who in turn contacted WS Barnes.  WS Barnes 
rode his mule into the remote location and GPS’ed the carcass to assist 
the helicopter crew in finding the exact location of the depredation.  A 
helicopter was used due to the extremely rugged terrain.  During the two 
day operation, 20 coyotes were removed near the depredated bighorn 
sheep and other locations frequented by bighorn sheep.  GPS coordi-
nates were taken on all coyotes removed, as well as all sightings of big-
horn sheep and other big game animals observed in the project area.  All 
of this information has been provided to NDOW. 
 
On February 2nd, WS Scott Little received a call concerning the loss of six 
chickens, valued at $120.  WS Little traveled to the remote ranch in Nye 
County and confirmed that coyotes had killed the chickens.  WS Little 
placed several traps behind the chicken’s pen.  Over the next two weeks, 
WS Little removed three adult coyotes, bringing the damage to an end.  
The loss of six chickens may not seem too important, but many families 
in rural Nevada depend on the meat and eggs produced by this farm 
flock of chickens.  Driving to town to buy eggs is not always an option.  
Technical assistance was also provided to help prevent losses to the rest 
of the chickens. 
 
On February 6th, Mountain Lion Specialists removed an adult female lion 
in eastern White Pine County.  The lion was removed from an NDOW 
project to protect Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep.  The project is ongoing 
for the next few weeks.  This is the third lion removed during the past 
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month on this important project.  The lion was in excellent condition and was skinned and turned into 
the Ely NDOW office. 
 
On February 6th, WS Matt Spires received a report concerning the 
loss of one ewe sheep, valued at $250.  The loss was made 
worse by the fact that the ewe was only about a month or so 
away from giving birth.  WS Spires traveled to the location in 
northern White Pine County and confirmed that the sheep had 
been killed by a coyote.  The tracks indicated that one coyote was 
responsible for the predation.  After confirming the kill, WS Spires 
checked several traps he had previously set near the sheep and 
discovered that he had captured the offending coyote as it left the 
kill site.  The coyote removed was a large adult male.  No further 
losses have been reported and WS Spires continues to monitor 
the sheep in his area.  
 
On February 7th, the East District office received a call concerning the loss of three ewe sheep to 
coyote predation.  On February 8th, DS Bennett traveled to the remote location in central Nye County 
and confirmed that coyotes were responsible for the predation.  The value of the sheep was placed 
at $750.  On February 9th, the Ely plane responded to the location.  A total of nine coyotes were re-
moved near the kill sites.  No further losses have been reported and technical assistance was pro-
vided. 
 
On February 9th, WS Billy Taylor confirmed the loss of one adult ewe sheep, valued at $250.  WS 
Taylor removed one adult coyote the same day bringing a quick end to the damage.  WS Taylor has 
been very busy protecting wintering sheep and assisting with aerial operations to protect mule deer 
in White Pine and Lincoln Counties.  Technical assistance was provided in the form of non-lethal ap-
proaches and no further losses have been reported. 
 
On February 14th, a rancher in northern Elko County contacted the East District office concerning the 
loss of three calves, valued at $1,500.  On February 15th and February 22nd, the Elko plane re-
sponded to the location.  A total of 40 coyotes were removed including one group of ten coyotes to-
gether.  All ten coyotes were removed in the middle of a pasture that had several newborn calves.  
The rancher was very pleased with the results.  Without help from Wildlife Services, losses would be 
much higher as this rancher had reported losing as many as 23 calves to coyote predation before 
receiving assistance from the Elko plane. 
 
During the month of February, WS Aaron Freund confirmed the loss of five adult ewes to coyote pre-
dation.  The value of the depredated sheep was set at $1,250.  During the month, WS Freund re-
moved 12 coyotes near the sheep.  WS Freund also requested and used both the Elko and Ely 
plane on several occasion in an effort to help minimize losses.  All of the sheep producers in WS 
Freund's area were pleased with the assistance provided by Wildlife Ser-
vices. 
 
During the month of February, WS Barnes was busy removing coyotes to 
protect deer and bighorn sheep in NDOW hunt unit 241.  This project is 
funded by the $3 fee attached to each big game application.  WS Barnes 
has also been checking other locations that have just recently received 
bighorn sheep transplants.  WS Barnes is mainly checking for mountain 
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lion activity in these areas in an effort to protect the newly released bighorn sheep. 
 
During February, WS Derril Fry investigated two possible mountain lion public safety issues in north-
eastern Nevada.  At the request of NDOW, WS Fry investigated one report in Spring Creek and one 
in Battle Mountain.  No mountain lion sign was found at either location but technical assistance was 
provided and WS Fry is on call if any further reports are received.  It is very important to check on 
calls such as this concerning public safety.  
 
Both the Ely and Elko airplanes were very busy during February.  Decent weather allowed for many 
days of flying for both planes.  Cattle ranchers in the East District have started their annual calving 
seasons and have been requesting both planes to fly on the calving areas.  Several calves have 
been reported killed by coyotes.  February and March tend to be very busy months for both planes 
as calving season is in full swing.  Coyotes come from miles away when calving activities start and 
predation reports are received almost on a daily basis.  Without aerial operations, losses would be 
much higher, making it very difficult for many cattle ranchers to operate in Eastern Nevada. 
 
West District 
 
On February 1st, WS Ben Miller found where a lion 
had crossed the road from adjacent hunt unit 012, to 
the Washoe County Mule Deer Project (hunt unit 
014).  WS Miller analyzed the lion’s stride and over-
sized pug marks in the dirt, which indicated that a 
mature male lion had moved into the protection area.  
WS Miller continued checking and resetting equip-
ment during the next few days, then on February 3rd, 
WS Miller discovered that he captured a 130 pound 
male lion in a trail snare in an area that has both 
mule deer and bighorn sheep.  WS Miller will con-
tinue to protect Nevada’s natural resources on the 
Washoe County Mule Deer Project in Washoe County. 
 
On Saturday February 4th, Pilot Wes Gossard conducted various duties including traveling to Idaho 
to pick up the West District’s aircraft after a required maintenance.  Pilot Gossard volunteered to re-
trieve the aircraft on his day off, so the aerial crew would be ready to fly livestock producers the fol-
lowing Monday. 
  
On February 9th, DS Jack Spencer conducted a field 
inspection on Pilot Gossard, CM Brandon VanderMay 
and WS John Peter, in Humboldt County.  DS Spencer 
and WS Peter located nine coyotes for the plane, 
around several calving areas.  The aerial crew re-
moved 18 coyotes during the flight.  DS Spencer will 
continue to work with his employees in the field when 
time allows. 
 
On February 10th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay 
conducted an early morning aerial operation around a large sheep producer in Lyon County.  During 
the flight, a total of seven coyotes were removed.  Staff Biologist (SB) Jack Sengl provided ground 
support during the aerial operation. 
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On February 14th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an early morning aerial operation 
around several sheep bands in Pershing County.  During the flight, a total of eight coyotes were re-
moved.  Protection efforts are ongoing. 
 
On February 16th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay 
conducted an aerial operation around a sheep band in 
Pershing County that was experiencing occasional ewe 
losses in a mountainous area.  The aerial crew flew the 
eastside of the mountains to take advantage of the early 
morning light and the calmer air at the higher elevation.  
The aerial crew spotted, and then removed three coyo-
tes that were held up in a tight canyon.  WS Doug 
Koepke performed ground crew duties during the flight.  
To date, no further livestock losses have been reported. 
 
On February 16th and February 17th, DS Spencer checked equipment on a large sheep ranch in 
Lyon County that occasionally has livestock losses.  DS Spencer called around several sheep bands 
and located one coyote that sounded very near to the sheep.  DS Spencer went to a vantage point 
and located the coyote bedded near the sheep about a mile away.  DS Spencer hiked towards the 
location of the coyote, set up a calling stand and after 90 minutes dispatched it as it walked out of 
the brush.  DS Spencer also tended to his equipment where he removed three additional coyotes 
that were caught in trail snares.  The rancher was pleased with the livestock protection efforts DS 
Spencer provided. 
 
On February 17th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an aerial flight in Lassen County, 
California around several sheep producers that were experiencing livestock losses. The California 
WS program does not have aircraft in the northern part of the State, so the West District has been 
helping at the request of the CA-WS State Director, as time allows.  During the aerial operation, 26 
livestock depredating coyotes were removed.  WS George Affonso provided valuable ground sup-
port during the aerial operation. 
 
During the week of February 21st through February 24th, WS Koepke checked his M-44’s around 
several cattle producers in Churchill and Pershing Counties, which resulted in the removal of ten 
coyotes.  WS Koepke will continue to protect calving areas. 
 
On Saturday February 24th, DS Spencer hiked into the Virginia Mountains 
(hunt unit 022) resetting trail snares around a herd of translocated bighorn 
sheep.  DS Spencer had placed snares in the area previously; however, a col-
lared research lion was in the area around the sheep, so snares were closed 
until permission was granted by NDOW to remove the lion if it stayed around 
the bighorns.  DS Spencer will continue to protect this herd of bighorn sheep. 
 
On February 23rd and February 24th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay flew around several cattle 
producer in Humboldt County.  The cattle producers reported that coyotes had killed three calves 
(valued at $1,200).  During the flights, a total of 50 coyotes were removed from the depredation sites 
and calving areas.  WS Peter provided ground support by locating and guiding the aircrew to roughly 
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half of the coyotes.  Livestock producers were pleased with the protection efforts.  Livestock losses 
have ceased for the time being, however, as other producers start their calving season; more coyote 
complaints will be reported. 
 
During the week of February 27th through February 29th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay traveled 
to Cedar City, Utah to receive annual required aerial training.  By completing their training early, they 
will be able to assist more during the spring lambing and later calving. 
 
During the month of February, WS Peter was busy placing livestock protection equipment (M-44’s 
and trail snares) around dozens of cattle producers and a sheep producer’s livestock in Humboldt 
County.  WS Peter’s cooperators are pleased with the protection efforts.  The West and East Dis-
tricts have fewer trappers than before, which has resulted in our folks coming up with new ap-
proaches to face the challenge. 
 
Throughout the month of February, Wildlife Biologist (WB) Luke Barto continued to protect aviation 
safety at a local airport, removing one Canada goose and two pigeons.  Lethal removal is part of an 
integrated approach to wildlife damage management and reinforces harassment techniques if/when 
wildlife become unresponsive.  WB Barto used pyrotechnics to disperse 135 Canada geese and one 
red tailed hawk away from the above mentioned airport. 
           
WB Barto also removed approximately 5,000 non-native European starlings from a feedlot in Per-
shing County.  This large number of starlings consume and contaminate hundreds of pounds of live-
stock feed a day and increase the possibility of a human health and safety concern.  The starlings 
were removed using DRC-1339. 
 
WB Barto continued wildlife surveys for the Army Corps funded project during the reporting period. 
 
On February 21st, SB Sengl traveled to Nye County to 
conduct a DRC-1339 pre-treatment inspection.  The 
purpose of the inspection was to: verify that European 
starlings caused damage to a $300,000 piece of 
County equipment; ensure that the depredating star-
lings were in pre-bait status and the treatment would 
be consistent with the labeling (including the exclusion 
of non target wildlife).  The inspection went well and 
the following morning, SB Sengl treated and moni-
tored the staging area.  The following morning 
(February 23rd), SB Sengl bagged remaining treated 
bait (for later incineration) and assisted the cooperator 
with pick-up and burial of expired starlings.  An esti-
mated 800 starlings were removed by the application, 
leaving roughly 75 starlings that were observed during 
the post treatment inspection.  

 
New and Developing Methods 
Nothing to Report. 
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Valuing and Investing in Employees 
Nothing to Report. 
  

Information and Communication 
On February 10th, State Director (SD) Mark Jensen and DS Bennett attended the N-4 Grazing Board 
Meeting in Ely, Nevada.  The meeting went very well.      
 
 
Emerging Trends/Issues 
Nothing to Report. 
  

Equal Employment Opportunity/Civil Rights (EEO/CR) 
Nothing to Report. 
 
Future Meetings and Events 
Nothing to Report. 
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