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Mission Statement 
The Nevada Wildlife Services Program (WS) is a collaborative 
program involving the Nevada Department of Agriculture’s Divi-
sion of Resource Protection (State) and the USDA-APHIS-
Wildlife Services Program (federal), whose mission is to protect 
agriculture, natural resources, property, and the human health 
and safety of the citizens of Nevada from the threat of injury, 
damage, or resource loss due to wildlife. 

Introduction 
During October, wildlife damage management work was con-
ducted on an estimated 6.2 million acres of land under agree-
ment.  On these lands, WS personnel helped Nevada’s farmers 
and ranchers protect over $89.8 million in agricultural resources 
such as cattle, sheep, and livestock feed; and over $5.9 million 
in natural resources.  Additionally, WS assisted 104 persons and 
entities with technical assistance which involves providing infor-
mation or equipment to cooperators so they can resolve prob-
lems themselves.  Cooperators reported $13,200 in damage and 
WS Specialists verified another $2,400 in damage to other agri-
cultural resources.  These losses would be much higher without 
an effective wildlife damage management program.  During Oc-
tober, coyotes accounted for $1,950 in verified losses, mostly to 
livestock, and 635 coyotes were taken with a variety of manage-
ment methods to resolve these and other ongoing complaints.  
WS routinely collects blood samples or oral swabs from species 
taken or handled during normal control activities for monitoring 
the presence of plague, avian influenza, and other diseases.  In 
October, 42 samples were processed. 

The following excerpts are a selection of activities and events of this program 
which occurred during the month of October, 2011.  

Resource Protection 
State Office 
 
During October, 2011, the State Office trap loaning program 
checked out 14 cage traps.  The species distribution for the 
traps loaned out were:  raccoons (6), ground squirrels (5), mar-
mots (2) and striped skunks (1). Information regarding baits to 
use, trap placement tactics, handling of trapped animals and 
safety precautions to take when working with the wildlife spe-
cies were provided for all equipment loaned. 
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East District 

On October 4th, Wildlife Specialist (WS) Scott Little received a call con-
cerning the loss of one calf, valued at $600.  WS Little traveled to the lo-
cation and confirmed the calf was killed by coyotes.  The cow/calf ranch 
is located in eastern White Pine County and is also near the location that 
several bands of sheep trail through on their way to the sheep’s winter 
range.  WS Little set several pieces of ground equipment near the kill 
site.  Over the next two weeks, WS Little removed three adult coyotes, 
bringing the damage to an end.  No further losses have been reported 
and WS Little continues to monitor the area. 
 
On October 11th, a call was received by the East District office concern-
ing the loss of three lambs, valued at $600.  On October 12th, the Ely 
plane, crewed by Instructor Pilot (IP) Tim Keogh and Crew Member (CM) 
Jerred Taylor, responded to the location in western White Pine County.  
With the assistance of WS Little and his well trained coyote decoy dogs, 
a total of five adult coyotes were removed, including a pair near the site 
that the lambs were depredated.  No further losses have been reported 
and technical assistance was provided to help prevent future losses.  
 
On October 11th, anticipating possible sheep predation in northern 
Eureka County, Wildlife Biologist (WB) Sam Sanders coordinated opera-
tions with the Elko Aerial Crew, Pilot Ken Baer and CM Wayne Rowley, 
to fly a sheep and cattle ranch in the area.  As can often be expected as 
temperatures drop and other food sources become less abundant, coyote 
predation on livestock often increases.  The plane flew the ranch later in 
the day and removed 65 coyotes.  WB Sanders provided ground support 
and located several coyotes for the plane.  The sheep herders were very 
pleased because the coyotes were encroaching upon the sheep and their 
non-lethal practices would most likely soon be ineffective.  The cattle pro-
ducer was also glad because recent fires would change the use of the 
spring calving range and he does not want the coyotes to be killing 
calves early next spring in the new area. 
 
On October 13th, the Ely plane, crewed by IP Keogh and CM Jerred Tay-
lor, conducted aerial operations on two sheep producers in Eastern White 
Pine County.  Both sheep producers have experienced high losses to 
coyotes in the past.  WS Billy Taylor assisted as the ground crew and 
helped locate several coyotes for the plane.  A total of six coyotes were 
removed during the morning’s flight.  Both sheep producers were very 
happy to have the assistance of Wildlife Services. 
 
On October 17th, the East District office received a call from the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife (NDOW) concerning a beaver problem in Lincoln 
County.  Beavers had dammed up a creek, flooding a county road.  As a 
Lincoln County fire crew was returning from a routine car accident, they 
hit the water across the road and skidded off the road.  Luckily no one 
was injured.  The incident made the front page of the Lincoln County 
Newspaper.  At the request of District Supervisor (DS) Joe Bennett, WS 
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Aaron Freund responded to the location.  WS Freund is one of 
the most knowledgeable beaver experts in the Nevada Wildlife 
Services Program, having spent several years dealing with nui-
sance beavers back east.  During the next two days, WS Freund 
was able to remove five beavers using traps and site shooting.  
WS Freund also removed three beaver dams using hand tools.  
Wildlife Services will continue to monitor the area for future prob-
lems, but to date, none have been reported. 
 
During the week of October 17th, WB Sanders filled in for CM 
Rowley, who was taking a well deserved week long vacation. WB Sanders spent the week working 
with Pilot Baer, conducting aerial operations over many ranches in Elko and Northern Eureka Coun-
ties.  WS Freund also helped gun and ground crew during the week.  WS Derril Fry also provided 
ground support for work done on sheep trailing and lambing grounds. 
 
On October 24th, a sheep producer reported the loss of one lamb and the injury of another.  WS Fry 
responded to the location and confirmed the loss and injury.  WS Fry reported that coyotes were re-
sponsible for the $250 in damage.  WS Fry utilized calling that same day to remove one adult coy-
ote.  A necropsy of the coyote reveled that its stomach 
contents contained lamb and wool.  On October 25th, 
the Elko plane, crewed by Pilot Baer and CM Rowley, 
responded to the location.  With the assistance of WS 
Fry and his well trained dogs, another large male coy-
ote was removed near the location of the kill, bringing 
the damage to an end.  The aircrew also flew several 
surrounding ranches with histories of high losses to 
coyotes and removed an additional 16 coyotes, bring-
ing the total to 17 coyotes for the four hour operation.  
The sheep producer was very pleased with the efforts 
of WS Fry and the Elko aircrew.  Technical assistance 
was also provided to help prevent future problems. 
 
During the week of October 25th, Mountain Lion Specialist (MLS) Jim Buhler traveled to southern Ne-
vada and spent several days checking for predator activity near desert bighorn sheep planned re-
lease sites that will occur later this fall. 
 
On October 27th, a sheep producer in northern Eureka County contacted WB Sanders concerning 
the loss of two ewes and two lambs to coyote predation. The value of the loss was estimated to be 
$900. On October 28th, the Elko plane crewed by Pilot Baer and CM Sanders responded to the loca-
tion. During the morning’s flight, 34 coyotes were removed near the location of the damage. No fur-
ther losses have been reported and WB Sanders will continue to monitor the area. 
 
WS Virgil Fullerton was busy removing coyotes from his winter range near Baker, Nevada.  WS Full-
erton has removed twenty coyotes using calling, shooting and traps during the month.  WS Fullerton 
will continue to work this area during the coming months.  WS Fullerton’s main cooperator stopped 
by the East District office to express his gratitude for WS Fullerton’s hard work. 
 
During October, WS Matt Spires was busy working in his area in northern White Pine County.  Al-
though no losses were reported, WS Spires removed coyotes near several bands of sheep in an ef-
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fort to help minimize losses this winter.  
 
During October, WS Dayne Barnes continued to work in his project area, in hunt unit 241.  WS Bar-
nes removed several coyotes using trapping, snaring, calling and shooting.  WS Barnes also contin-
ues to monitor several trail cameras and mountain lion call boxes and snares.  WS Barnes also used 
his mules to check several surrounding mountain ranges that are scheduled to have desert bighorn 
sheep released later this fall.  As required by NDOW, searches of areas scheduled for bighorn 
sheep releases are required for possible predator conflicts. 
 
During October, WS Billy Taylor was busy protecting sheep for a large sheep producer in southern 
White Pine County.  WS Billy Taylor also acted as the ground crew on several aerial operations in 
southern White Pine County during the month.  Although no losses were reported, it is very impor-
tant to remove coyotes in areas with historically high losses to predation to prevent future depreda-
tion issues from occurring.  WS Billy Taylor will be filling in periodically throughout the winter. 
 
During October, WS Freund moved his camp to an area south of Wendover, Nevada in preparation 
for the arrival of more than twelve bands of sheep, during the next few months.  It is very important 
to learn the country as well as remove coyotes in these areas that have had high losses in the past.  
WS Freund has been very busy placing ground equipment and checking for possible predation is-
sues, during the month. 
 
October is typically the month that most sheep begin trailing toward their winter grounds.  Many 
times, losses are reported as these traveling bands of sheep travel through areas that have not had 
active coyote removal.  Both the airplanes as well as the Wildlife Specialist are sometimes busy pro-
tecting these traveling bands of sheep during October.  
     
West District 
On October 1st, a livestock producer/farmer from Humboldt County reported that a large wild pig had 
taken up residence in his barley field, causing extensive damage.  WS John Peter was dealing with 
some other livestock losses, so he 
requested assistance from the ae-
rial crew to fly the property in the 
next couple of days to remove the 
offending feral pig.  On October 3rd, 
Pilot Wes Gossard and CM Bran-
don VanderMay conducted an 
early morning operation around the 
barley fields and located a rather 
large estray pig leaving the field.  
Estray pigs have been removed 
from this property in years past 
and some of the big boars have 
weighed in excess of 300 pounds 
and sporting tusks of nearly four inches in length.  The aerial crew made a single low pass and re-
moved the large male “tusker”.  Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay are not only effective in removing 
coyotes but have a proven track record removing pigs on single passes with the aircraft.  The coop-
erator was very pleased that the marauding wild pig was removed.  No doubt there will be more es-
tray pig problems in the next few months as the pig population seems to be increasing once again in 
Humboldt County.  WS Peter will continue to monitor the situation and request the highly effective 
aerial crew when pig removal is necessary. 
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On October 6th, a rancher near Fernley, NV reported that a black bear had wandered out of the 
mountains down to his small spring.  DS Jack Spencer provided technical assistance and referred 
the rancher to NDOW; the management agency responsible for managing Nevada’s expanding 
black bear population. 
 
In October, Wildlife Biologist (WB) Zack Bowers started working at a military installation in Lyon 
County.  WB Bowers spent the month getting 
through all the required trainings and orienta-
tions for airfield access as well as getting fa-
miliar with the area and its wildlife threats to 
aviation safety.  WB Bowers noticed early on 
that there was a coyote issue and started 
setting equipment as soon as was allowed.  
WB Bowers will continue to monitor the coy-
ote situation. 
 
WB Bowers is also setting up survey points 
on the airfield, as well as the surrounding 
property which are mostly agricultural (AG) 
leases to local farmers and ranchers.  These 
survey points will be used to collect data 
while the Wildlife Hazard Assessment (WHA) 
is being conducted.  WB Bowers has met 
with many of the different groups on base in-
cluding: security, environmental, and regional Naval personnel from California. 
   
A good way to get an understanding of the species that pose a problem at an airport is to look at the 
wildlife strike record.  WB Bowers has requested a copy of the strike record and should be receiving 
it soon.  One of the more recent wildlife strikes to occur at the Air Station was identified by the 
Smithsonian as a Red-tailed hawk.  This strike caused approximately $1,300,000 in damage to the 
aircraft.  WB Bowers has noticed several Red-tailed hawks in the surrounding AG leases and may 
be doing some translocations in the near future. 
 
Throughout the month of October, WB Luke Barto continued to protect aviation safety at a local air-
port, removing an adult female coyote, four pigeons and a skunk.  WB Barto also utilized non-lethal 
harassment techniques to haze a great blue heron and approximately 40 crows from the airfield op-
erating area. 
 
WB Barto also continued wildlife surveys for the Army Corps funded project during the reporting pe-
riod. 
 
On October 3rd, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an early morning aerial operation 
around several sheep bands in Pershing County.  These sheep bands experience occasional live-
stock losses from coyotes, so the aerial crew flew around the sheep bands, which resulted in the re-
moval of 5 coyotes.  WS Doug Koepke provided valuable ground support during aerial operations.  
WS Koepke will continue to provide protection efforts for the many winter sheep bands in Pershing 
County.  To date, no other livestock losses have been reported. 
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On October 10th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an early morning aerial operation 
around several calving areas, in Pershing County.  Several ranchers reported that coyotes had im-
migrated in around the young vulnerable calving areas.  During the ae-
rial operation, a total of 10 coyotes were removed.  WS Koepke pro-
vided ground support and located several of the coyotes for the aerial 
crew. 
 
During the week of October 11th thru October 14th, WS George Hansen 
checked ground equipment around several calving areas in Lander 
County.  During the week, WS George Hansen removed eight coyotes 
with trail snares and leghold traps.  WS George Hansen will continue 
to protect livestock in Lander County. 
 
Toward the end of the reporting period, several cattle ranchers across western Nevada reported 
high coyote concentrations around their calving grounds. 
 
On October 10th, a cattle producer in Humboldt County reported that coyotes have been chasing his 
calves, and the majority of calving was 
going to take place later in the week.  
Coyotes are most effective at injuring or 
killing calves during the first two months of 
life, so it is vital that coyotes are removed 
prior to livestock losses.  On October 12th, 
Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay con-
ducted an early morning flight around the 
calving area and in a short amount of 
time, removed 23 coyotes.  WS Peter pro-
vided valuable ground crew activities by 
locating nine of the coyotes for the aerial 
crew and directing them to the coyotes’ 
locations. 
 
On October 17th, Pilot Gossard and CM 
VanderMay conducted an aerial operation around two cattle producers who recently lost calves to 
coyotes.  The aerial crew concentrated their operation around the calving areas and in a one mile 
area, within 30 minutes, removed 15 coyotes.  This is a high population of coyotes for the conditions 
and coyotes can not only have a negative effect for livestock, but for other wildlife species such as 
mule deer and antelope that also live near the ranch.  By the end of the morning, a total of 31 coyo-
tes were removed.  The cattle producers were pleased with the protection efforts and to date, no 
other coyote problems have been reported. 
 
During the week of October 20th thru October 26th, WS Koepke inspected equipment (trail snares, M-
44’s and leghold traps) that he had placed around several calving and winter sheep band locations, 
in Pershing County.  During the week, WS Koepke removed a total of nine coyotes with ground 
equipment.  WS Koepke will continue to protect livestock in his work area. 
 
On October 26th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted aerial flying around a cattle producer 
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in Humboldt County.  During the flight, a total of three coyotes were removed.  WS Koepke provided 
ground support. 
 
On October 27th, WS Peter responded to a call from a cattle producer in Humboldt County.  The pro-
ducer was being plagued with coyotes.  The aerial crew was busy flying other locations, so WS Pe-
ter made some calling stands that resulted in the removal of four coyotes.  WS Peter will schedule 
the aerial crew to fly this location if there are any other coyote problems. 
 
During the week of October 27th, Wildlife Special-
ists inspected two areas where bighorn sheep 
releases are to occur.  NDOW requested that the 
future release sites be inspected for lion activity 
to determine if pro-active measures were needed.  
Peer reviewed scientific literature on four bighorn 
sheep populations in Arizona suggests that an-
nual mortality of bighorn sheep due to lions, 
range anywhere between 5%-29% in a mere 
three years and sometimes much higher on 
translocated bighorn sheep populations.  Translo-
cated bighorn sheep populations are often more 
vulnerable because they don’t necessarily know 
travel corridors, escape routes, water/food loca-
tions in their new release area, thus bighorn 
sheep have the potential to be extremely vulner-
able to lions for a period of time after being re-
leased.  The first area inspected was the eastern 
portion of the Santa Rosa’s (hunt unit 051) and in that area it was determined that three lions inhab-
ited the area.  The second area inspected was the Vya Rim (011) and sign of two lions were found.  
The East Range was scheduled for an inspection; however, that bighorn sheep release site was 
canceled.  The final inspection will occur later this week on the Excelsior range for possible lion ac-
tivity.  After final inspections are made, NDOW managers may request assistance from Wildlife Ser-
vices. 
 
On October 28th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an aerial operation around five large 
cattle producers in Humboldt County.  The aerial crew quickly flew from one calving area to the next 
one, right at first light.  During the aerial operation, a total of 38 coyotes were removed.  WS Peter 
provided ground support by locating many coyotes for the aerial crew.  WS Peter informed the 
ranchers of the coyotes removed from their calving areas and they had high praise for the efforts put 
forth by all those in the protection efforts. 
 
On October 31st, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an early morning aerial operation 
around several calving areas in Humboldt County.  During the flight, a total of 21 coyotes were re-
moved.  WS Peter provided ground support during the aerial operation.  From September until late 
June, the aerial crew will be flying everyday that weather permits as livestock protection requests 
come in. 
 
During the month of October, WS Ben Miller was busy checking lion and coyote capture equipment 
on the Washoe County Mule Deer Project (hunt unit 014).  During the month, WS Miller trapped nu-
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merous coyotes and has seen no sign of lions in the 
protection area.  When a lion moves into the protec-
tion area, WS Miller usually has it captured within 
the week.  WS Miller has had several mule deer 
hunters stop by his camp and show off their “trophy” 
mule deer.  Four deer hunters harvested bucks near 
and over the 30 inch mark in the protection area. 
 

Valuing and Investing in Employees 
During the week of October 17th thru 21st, WB Barto 
attended initial airport Wildlife Biologist certification 
training.  The Federal Aviation Administration re-
quired training is beneficial in not only providing the 
airport biologists with knowledge, methodology and protocols relating to: conducting Wildlife Hazard 
Assessments, drafting and implementing Wildlife 
Hazard Management Plans, but also exposes the 
new biologists to a national network of experts in the 
field which is a great way to share knowledge with 
the ultimate benefit of having a vast resource to tap 
when protecting aviation safety.   

Information and Communication 
On October 19th and October 20th, DS Spencer held 
an annual district meeting for his West District em-
ployees.  During the two day meeting, several topics 
were discussed and mandatory firearms training 
was taught by National Rifle Association (NRA) Cer-
tified Firearms Instructor Staff Biologist (SB) Jack Sengl.  Also, WS Koepke was selected as the 
West District’s “Most Valuable Wildlife Specialist” for 
his relentless livestock protection efforts. 

On October 24th, DS Bennett and CM Jerred Taylor 
traveled to Elko and provided a presentation to the 
Elko County Natural Resource Management Advi-
sory Board.  The presentation covered sage grouse 
protection efforts by Wildlife Services, in Elko County 
and the East District.  The presentation was at the 
request of several Board members and was for infor-
mational purposes. Several Board members, as well 
as some in attendance, commented that the presen-
tation was well done and very informative. 
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Emerging Trends/Issues 
In October, Wildlife Disease Biologist Zack Bowers recently accepted different duties as an Airport 
Wildlife Biologist at a military installation in Lyon County, as it is anticipated that disease funding will 
be greatly reduced or eliminated.  The military installation provided funding for a stationed airport bi-
ologist, so certified Airport Wildlife Biologist (WB) Bowers accepted the change of duties.  WB Bow-
ers has extensive knowledge with airport/wildlife mitigation measures and has been a certified Air-
port Wildlife Biologist for six years now. 

Equal Employment Opportunity/Civil Rights (EEO/CR) 
Nothing to report. 
 
Future Meetings and Events 
November 9th, N-6 Grazing Board meeting in Austin, NV.  State Director (SD) Mark Jensen and DS 
Bennett to attend. 
 
November 9th,  NDOW Commission Trapping Committee Meeting in Reno, NV.  DS Spencer to at-
tend. 
 
November 14th-16th, Cattlemen’s and Woolgrower’s meeting in Minden, NV.  SD Jensen and others 
to attend. 
 
December 2nd, NDOW Commission Meeting in Reno.  SD Jensen to attend. 
 
December 6th, NDOA Board meeting in Reno.  SD Jensen to attend. 
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