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Mission Statement 
The Nevada Wildlife Services Program (WS) is a collaborative 
program involving the Nevada Department of Agriculture’s Divi-
sion of Resource Protection (State) and the USDA-APHIS-
Wildlife Services Program (federal), whose mission is to protect 
agriculture, natural resources, property, and the human health 
and safety of the citizens of Nevada from the threat of injury, 
damage, or resource loss due to wildlife. 

Introduction 
During July, wildlife damage management work was conducted 
on an estimated 4.1 million acres of land under agreement.  On 
these lands, WS personnel helped Nevada’s farmers and ranch-
ers protect over $45.7 million in agricultural resources such as 
cattle, sheep, and livestock feed; and $12.6 million in natural re-
sources.  Additionally, WS assisted 289 persons and entities 
with technical assistance which involves providing information or 
equipment to cooperators so they can resolve problems them-
selves.  Cooperators reported $5,945 in damage and WS Spe-
cialists verified another $23,275 in damage to other agricultural 
resources.  These losses would be much higher without an ef-
fective wildlife damage management program.  During July, 
coyotes accounted for $9,450 in verified losses, mostly to live-
stock, and 97 coyotes were taken with a variety of management 
methods to resolve these and other ongoing complaints.  WS 
routinely collects blood samples or oral swabs from species 
taken or handled during normal control activities for monitoring 
the presence of plague, avian influenza, and other diseases.  In 
July, 13 samples were processed. 

The following excerpts are a selection of activities and events of this program 
which occurred during the month of July, 2011.  

Resource Protection 
State Office 
 
During July, 2011, the State Office trap loaning program 
checked out 65 cage traps.  The species distribution for the 
traps loaned out were:  raccoons (17), ground squirrels (43), 
striped skunks (2) and marmots (3). Information regarding baits 
to use, trap placement tactics, handling of trapped animals and 
safety precautions to take when working with the wildlife spe-
cies were provided for all equipment loaned. 
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East District 

On July 3rd, Wildlife Specialist (WS) Virgil Fullerton received a call con-
cerning a possible lion complaint.  WS Fullerton contacted Mountain Lion 
Specialist (MLS) Jim Buhler regarding the call.  On July 5th, MLS Buhler 
traveled to the remote location in northern White Pine County and con-
firmed that at least two lions had killed three lambs, valued at $525.  MLS 
Buhler pursued the lions utilizing his mule and well trained hounds.  On 
July 7th, MLS Buhler was able to catch one of the offending lions on a 
cliff.  One well placed shot dispatched the lion.  The following morning, 
MLS Buhler trailed the second lion and was able to tree it.  Both lions 
were two year old females in excellent condition.  MLS Buhler took no-
buto samples and skinned both lions.  The lions were turned into the Ely 
Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) office.  The sheep producer was 
very pleased with the results. 
 
On July 8th, WS Derril Fry received a report concerning the loss of four 
lambs, valued at $700.  WS Fry traveled to the location and confirmed 
that coyotes had killed the lambs.  During the next several weeks, WS 
Fry removed nine coyotes utilizing traps and snares.  The sheep pro-
ducer was very pleased with WS Fry’s work and called the East District 
Office to express his appreciation for both WS Fry and the Elko aircrew.  
WS Fry provided technical assistance to help reduce future predation is-
sues.  WS Fry continues to conduct preventative work around his sheep 
in southern Elko County. 
 
On July 9th, MLS Buhler confirmed the loss of four lambs, valued at $800, 
to a mountain lion.  MLS Buhler used his well trained tracking hounds to 
remove an adult male lion that weighed approximately 145 pounds.  MLS 
Buhler skinned the large tom and turned it into the Ely NDOW Office, as 
required.  No further losses have been reported and the sheep producer 
was very pleased with the assistance provided by Wildlife Services. 
 
On July 12th and July 19th, WS Matt Spires confirmed the loss of three 
lambs, valued at $525.  WS Spires used ground equipment and calling, 
with the aid of his well trained decoy dog, to remove seven coyotes near 
the band of sheep experiencing the losses.  WS Spires continues to 
camp and monitor the sheep in his area.  The sheep producer was very 
pleased with all of WS Spires’ hard work.   
 
On July 12th, WS Fullerton confirmed the loss of one lamb, valued at 
$200, to coyote predation.  WS Fullerton placed several pieces of ground 
equipment around the location of the kills. During the next few days, WS 
Fullerton was able to trap two adult coyotes near the kill site, bringing the 
damage to an end.  No further losses have been reported and technical 
assistance was provided to help reduce future losses. 
 
On July 15th, WS Scott Little verified the loss of one lamb, valued at 
$200, to coyote predation.  Due to the remote location of the sheep, WS 
Little utilized his horse to ride into the location of the kill.  During the next 
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several days, WS Little was able to call and shoot the offending coyote with the aid of his coyote de-
coy dogs.  No further losses have been reported and WS Little continues to use his dogs and horse 
to check in with sheep herders in the high country. 
 
During July, Wildlife Biologist (WB) Sam Sanders received a report of ravens causing damage and 
posing a human health and safety threat to a large gold mine in Elko County.  The mine’s environ-
mental department also reported that ground squirrels and other rodents had caused $11,000 worth 
of damage to a water impoundment liner.  On July 19th, WB Sanders traveled to the mine and in-
spected the raven damage.  Although the mine was using a wide variety of non-lethal techniques to 
reduce and prevent the raven damage, they were unable to stop the damage.  Ravens were trying to 
build nests in the electrical components of one building, and defecating around a common area fre-
quently utilized by employees.   To name a few non-lethal techniques, the mine was using anti 
perching devices, harassment, and exclusion practices with some beneficial effect.  WB Sanders 
also verified the damage to the water impoundment liner and recommended some techniques the 
mine could use to help prevent the damage in the future.  On July 20th, WB Sanders removed ap-
proximately 36 ravens with the use of a selective avicide.  The mine was appreciative of the help, 
and continues to use non-lethal control techniques to reduce and help prevent damage from ravens 
and other wildlife. 
 
During July, WS Dayne Barnes removed ten coyotes to protect bighorn sheep, mule deer and other 
wildlife in NDOW hunt unit 241.  WS Barnes placed call boxes and trail snares in an effort to remove 
lions near the bighorn sheep.  WS Barnes also used his mules to place trail cameras at strategic lo-
cations in an effort to help identify future predation issues.  NDOW Project 6a is funded with monies 
collected with the big game application three dollar fee. 
    
West District 
 
During July, Wildlife Disease Biologist (WDB) Zack Bowers removed all trail snares from the Virginia 
Mountain Bighorn Sheep Project (hunt unit 022).  During the equip-
ment removal, WDB Bowers noticed that a small group of bighorn 
rams were still residing in the very canyon where he had removed a 
large male lion several months prior.  Protection efforts were initiated 
this past spring by District Supervisor (DS) Jack Spencer and WDB 
Bowers with the two working the area when time was available and 
the limited funding allowed.  Three lions were living around the big-
horn sheep in the beginning of the project (one large male, one fe-
male and one small male) two of which were removed by the duo.  
Of interest, a cattle rancher residing near the bighorn sheep project 
reported that University of Nevada at Reno (UNR) researchers had re-collared a male lion in the pro-
tection area this past winter.  It is unknown where that particular lion 
went to, as no lion tracks have been seen for the past two months in the 
area. 
 
Throughout the month of July, WB Luke Barto continued protection of 
aviation safety at a local airport, removing: 20 pigeons, five ground 
squirrels and one coyote.  The coyote was observed by airport person-
nel crossing active runways while hunting for prey, and was deemed a 
threat to arriving and departing aircraft.  The coyote was removed with-
out incident.  WB Barto will continue to protect aviation safety from wild-
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life threats. 
  
During the week of July 5th thru July 8th, WS George Hansen placed 
equipment around several sheep bands in Lander County.  Livestock 
losses have been minimal primarily because of WS George Hansen’s pro-
active protection efforts.  During the week, WS George Hansen removed 
three coyotes by utilizing leghold traps.  Livestock producers have been 
very pleased with WS George Hansen’s hard work in protecting their live-
stock. 
 
On July 7th, WS John Peter conducted routine protection efforts around several sheep bands in 
Humboldt County while on mule back.  WS Peter had just finished placing equipment out when he 
was treated by riding up on one bull and two cow elk in hunt unit 031.  WS Peter had seen two elk in 
the past few years, however, WS Peter later found where lions had killed both elk.  It is unlikely that 
the viewed elk will survive through winter with lions in the area. 
  
On July 7th, WS Ben Miller was busy conducting protection efforts on the 
Washoe County Mule Deer project (hunt unit 014).  WS Miller inspected 
trail snares around several rock piles and discovered that he had cap-
tured a large five year old male lion.  This is the 12th lion in the past year 
and 40th line overall, that WS Miller has removed off the protection area 
with trail snares.  The Bureau of Land Management horse round-ups 
have removed most of the horses from this area, so the lion’s menu has 
just been downsized to mule deer and bighorn sheep.  WS Miller found 
the old male’s tracks where it crossed in from hunt unit 012.  Because 
lions normally follow north and south mountain slopes, lion removal in 014 could benefit hunt unit 
012.  WS Miller will continue to protect mule deer and bighorn sheep in the protection area.  
 
During the week of July 18th thru July 22nd, WS Eric Hansen worked sev-
eral large private ranches in Lyon County.  The warm weather has 
pushed native prey down to the East Walker River which predators soon 
followed.  During the week, WS Eric Hansen removed ten coyotes by util-
izing trail snares and leghold traps.  Trapping coyotes in 100 degree tem-
peratures can be a little tough; however, WS Eric Hansen will continue to 
protect livestock in this area.  One of the ranchers that WS Eric Hansen 
helps called DS Spencer and expressed his gratitude for WS Eric Han-
sen’s work ethic and mentioned that livestock losses have been greatly reduced as a result. 
 
On July 21st, DS Spencer assisted a small farm in Washoe County that was experiencing problems 
with California ground squirrels on their pastureland.  DS Spencer treated the pastureland with a 
zinc phosphide application, resulting in the removal of 21 of these invasive squirrels.  No additional 
problems have been reported since. 
 
On July 20th thru July 21st, Pilot Wes Gossard and a UNR researcher conducted a feral horse count 
in Storey County.  During the two day flight, 1,328 feral horses were located.  GPS locations were 
taken for each horse observed.   
 
During the week of July 28th thru July 29th, WS George Hansen was trapping in the high country 
summer sheep range in Lander County.  During the week, WS George Hansen removed four coyo-
tes.  WS George Hansen will continue to protect livestock in his work area.  
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New and Developing Methods 
Nothing to Report. 
 

Valuing and Investing in Employees 
On July 16th, WS Gilbert Temoke retired from the 
Wildlife Services program.  WS Temoke started 
May 8th, 1978 and has worked in the East District 
since then.  WS Temoke has worked both as a 
crew member for the Elko airplane and a Wildlife 
Specialist in the East District.  WS Temoke’s ex-
pertise will be greatly missed.  A very nice send 
off was held on the evening of July 26th in Elko.  
Several friends, family and co-workers attended 
the event and a great time was had by all.  WS 
Temoke received a very nice retirement plaque 
as well as two other awards including a “Thirty 
Years of Federal Service” award.  We wish Gil-
bert Temoke the best, as he begins his retire-
ment.  And yes, the sombrero in the picture was 
included in his retirement package. 
 
On July 26th and 27th, the East District conducted a District meeting in Elko, Nevada.  Several impor-
tant trainings were completed including: firearms safety training, pesticide training, and much other 
fine required training.  Additionally, employees were recognized for special achievements and ef-
forts, specifically:  IP Keogh and CM Jerred Taylor received Certificates of Merit for extra efforts in 
installing equipment, Pilot Baer received the WS Knife award for extra efforts as well, MLS Buhler, 
WS’s Fullerton, Little and Freund also received the WS Knife award for extra effort involving a very 
elaborate and lengthy equipment swap; and Staff Biologist Jack Sengl received a Certificate of Merit 
for seeing to the completion and FONSI of the NWSP’s Predator Damage Management EA men-
tioned in the June issue.  Associated pictures of training, awards and WS Temoke’s retirement can 
be viewed on page 6.  
 

Information and Communication 
On July 11th,  State Director (SD) Mark Jensen attended the AAAE Conference in Reno, Nevada. 
 
On July 26th and 27th, SD Jensen and SB Sengl attended the East District Meeting in Elko, Nevada. 
 

Emerging Trends/Issues 
Nothing to Report. 

 
Equal Employment Opportunity/Civil Rights (EEO/CR) 
Nothing to Report. 

 
Future Meetings and Events 
August 12th, NDOW Commission Meeting in Fallon, NV.  SD Jensen to attend. 
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SD Jensen awarding IP Keogh and 
CM Jerred Taylor Certificates of 

Merit  

DS Bennett honoring Pilot Baer 
with WS Knife award 

DS Bennett awarding MLS Buhler, 
WS’s Fullerton, Little and Freund 

for their extra effort 

SD Jensen and DS Bennett awarding Gilbert with the 
Bronzed Trap Award plaque 

Gilbert’s soiree 

Pilot Baer “Smokin” a clay during his firearm practical 

CM Rowley not to be outdone by his pilot 

Gilbert receiving his 30 year 
service plaque 
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