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Mission Statement 
The Nevada Wildlife Services Program (WS) is a collaborative 
program involving the Nevada Department of Agriculture’s Divi-
sion of Resource Protection (State) and the USDA-APHIS-
Wildlife Services Program (federal), whose mission is to protect 
agriculture, natural resources, property, and the human health 
and safety of the citizens of Nevada from the threat of injury, 
damage, or resource loss due to wildlife. 

Introduction 
During April, wildlife damage management work was con-
ducted on an estimated 7 million acres of land under agree-
ment.  On these lands, WS personnel helped Nevada’s farmers 
and ranchers protect over $87 million in agricultural resources 
such as cattle, sheep, and livestock feed; and $25 million in 
natural resources.  Additionally, WS assisted 168 persons and 
entities with technical assistance which involves providing in-
formation or equipment to cooperators so they can resolve 
problems themselves.  Cooperators reported $15,050 in dam-
age and WS Specialists verified another $8,880 in damage to 
other agricultural resources.  These losses would be much 
higher without an effective wildlife damage management pro-
gram.  During April, coyotes accounted for $2,200 in verified 
losses, mostly to livestock, and 296 coyotes were taken with a 
variety of management methods to resolve these and other on-
going complaints.  WS routinely collects blood samples or oral 
swabs from species taken or handled during normal control ac-
tivities for monitoring the presence of plague, avian influenza, 
and other diseases.  In April, 56 samples were processed. 

The following excerpts are a selection of activities and events of this program 
which occurred during the month of April, 2011.  

Resource Protection 
State Office 
 
During April, 2011, the State Office trap loaning program 
checked out 23 cage traps.  The species distribution for the 
traps loaned out were:  raccoons (6), ground squirrels (13), rab-
bits (1), marmots (2), and striped skunks (1). Information re-
garding baits to use, trap placement tactics, handling of trapped 
animals and safety precautions to take when working with the 
wildlife species were provided for all equipment loaned. 
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 East District 

The Elko office received a report from two different ranches in Elko 
County that coyotes had killed a total of eight calves, valued at $5,400.  
On April 1st, the Elko plane, with Pilot Ken Baer and Wildlife Biologist 
(WB) Sam Sanders as the Crew Member (CM), flew the ranches and re-
moved a total of 11 coyotes.  On the flight back to the airport another 
coyote was removed from another ranch that reported damages last 
year.  District Supervisor (DS) Joe Bennett was working in the area pro-
tecting sage grouse nests by removing ravens for the Nevada Depart-
ment of Wildlife (NDOW) and provided ground support for the airplane 
protecting livestock.  No further losses have been reported.   
 
On April 1st, the Ely plane, crewed by Instructor Pilot (IP) Tim Keogh and 
CM Jerred Taylor, responded to two sheep ranches in western White 
Pine County.  Both ranches are scheduled to start lambing in mid April 
and both have historically experienced high losses to coyote predation.  
With the assistance of Wildlife Specialist (WS) Scott Little as the ground 
crew, a total of nine coyotes were removed.  The area flown has a very 
low density of coyotes so removing nine coyotes will be of great value to 
the sheep producers in a few weeks when they start lambing.  WS Little 
provided technical assistance in the form of nonlethal recommendations 
to help prevent future losses.  Both sheep producers were very thankful 
with the assistance provided by Wildlife Services. 
 
On April 4th and April 6th, the Elko plane, crewed by Pilot Baer and CM 
Wayne Rowley, flew on a sheep ranch in southern Elko County that has 
experienced very high losses in the past.  The sheep were scheduled to 
start lambing in the area, starting about the middle of April.  During the 
two morning operations, a total of 16 coyotes were removed.  Removing 
coyotes just before lambing starts is an excellent way to prevent high 
losses due to predation. 
 
On April 8th, CM Rowley responded to a call concerning the loss of one 
goat valued at $100.  CM Rowley confirmed that several ravens had 
killed the goat.  Utilizing eggs, treated with DRC 1339, CM Rowley 
brought the damage to an end.  No further losses have been reported.  
CM Rowley also provided technical assistance to help prevent future 
problems.  The goat producer was very pleased with the assistance pro-
vided. 
 
On April 5th, a sheep producer in eastern White Pine County reported the 
loss of one lamb, valued at $125, to raven predation.  Ravens are at-
tracted to lambing areas and often peck at newborn lambs as they are 
being born, resulting in both injury and death for the defenseless lambs.  
WS Billy Conant responded to the location and confirmed the loss.  WS 
Conant placed out 30 eggs treated with DRC 1339 in an effort to stop the 
damage.  WS Conant also sight shot three ravens near the kill, bringing 
the damage to an end.  WS Conant provided technical assistance in the 
form of nonlethal recommendations in an effort to prevent future losses. 
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On April 5th, WS Matt Spires received a call concerning the loss of three adult ewe sheep valued at 
$600.  The loss of three ewes was made worse by the fact that all three were about to have lambs in 
a couple of weeks.  WS Spires traveled to the location in northern White Pine County and confirmed 
that coyotes had killed the ewes.  WS Spires set several pieces of ground equipment near the kill 
sites.  WS Spires also called for the assistance of the Ely plane.  On at least two different occasions 
during April, the Ely plane, crewed by IP Keogh and CM Jerred Taylor, flew the area around the 
sheep.  WS Spires was able to remove three coyotes and the plane removed five more for a total of 
eight coyotes removed near the kills.  No further losses have been reported.  Technical assistance 
was also provided in an effort to prevent future problems from occurring. 
 
On April 5th, a cattle rancher in Elko County reported the loss of one calf, valued at $500, to raven 
predation.  From Wildlife Service’s observations in Eastern Nevada, raven numbers seem to be in-
creasing at a rapid pace.  Each year, the number of conflicts with ravens has been on the increase.  
WS Derril Fry responded to the location and confirmed that ravens had killed the calf.  WS Fry 
placed out eggs treated with DRC 1339.  Several ravens were removed by this method, bringing the 
damage to an end.  The cattle producer was very happy with the results.  WS Fry also provided 
technical assistance in the form of nonlethal recommendations such as carcass removal and harass-
ment hazing in an effort to prevent future problems. 
 
On April 6th, WB Sanders traveled to spring lambing grounds in Elko County and placed ground 
equipment for the day.  There have been lambs killed by coyotes annually in the area.  The following 
week the Elko plane, crewed by Pilot Baer and CM Rowley, flew the area and removed seven coyo-
tes.  WB Sanders provided ground support and removed and additional three coyotes by utilizing 
trail snares and traps.  WB Sanders was also protecting sage grouse nests for NDOW, by removing 
ravens by method of chemical application.  WB Sanders will be removing coyotes from the lambing 
grounds and protecting sage grouse nests in the area this spring. 
 
On April 6th, a sheep producer near Jigs, Nevada contacted the Elko Wildlife Services Office con-
cerning the loss of one lamb, valued at $125, to coyote predation.  The sheep producer reported that 
he could hear coyotes howling to the north of his ranch.  On April 11th, the Elko plane, crewed by Pi-
lot Baer and CM Rowley, responded to the location.  With WS Fry as the ground crew, the air crew 
was able to locate and remove one coyote.  No further losses have been reported and the sheep 
producer was pleased with the assistance provided by the Elko plane. 
 
On April 10th, a sheep producer in Nye County contacted Mountain Lion Specialist (MLS) Jim Buhler 
concerning a possible problem with a mountain lion.  The sheep rancher reported that several lambs 
were missing and fresh lion tracks were observed near his sheep.  The following morning, MLS 
Buhler loaded his mule, dogs and camp and traveled to the remote location in the Quinn Mountain 
Range.  MLS Buhler conducted a search of the area and confirmed that six lambs had been killed by 
a lion.  MLS Buhler used his well trained hounds to pursue and kill a seven year old female lion.  The 
lion was skinned and turned into the Ely NDOW Office.  Technical assistance was also provided to 
help prevent future problems.  No further losses have been reported.  Shortly after, the sheep pro-
ducer expressed his appreciation for MLS Buhler’s help at the N-4 Grazing Board meeting to DS 
Bennett and State Director (SD) Mark Jensen. 
 
On April 17th, a sheep producer reported the loss of two lambs, valued at $250.  On April 19th, the 
Elko plane, crewed by Pilot Baer and CM Rowley, responded to the location northeast of Elko.  With 
WS Gilbert Temoke as the ground crew, the plane was able to remove seven coyotes, including 
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three that were just leaving the kill site.  WS Temoke will continue to run ground equipment and 
monitor the sheep. 
 
On April 22nd, a sheep producer in eastern White Pine County stopped by the Ely District office and 
reported the loss of 12 yearling sheep, valued at $1,800.  The sheep producer reported that he had 
seen several coyotes on the fresh kills.  On April 27th, the Ely airplane, crewed by IP Keogh and CM 
Jerred Taylor, responded to the location.  During the morning’s flight, six coyotes were removed in-
cluding one that was on a fresh sheep kill.  No further losses have been reported and the sheep pro-
ducer was very pleased with the service provided. 
 
The week of April 20th, a sheep rancher in Elko County contacted the East District Office.  Several 
lambs were reported killed by coyotes. The following week the Elko plane, crewed by Pilot Baer and 
CM Rowley, flew the ranch and removed 24 coyotes from around the sheep.  WB Sanders spoke 
with the sheep herder who reported 20 lambs, valued at $4,000, were killed by coyotes in the past 
two weeks.  WB Sanders provided ground support and located several coyotes for the aerial opera-
tion.  WB Sanders also placed snares in the area and removed several more coyotes from the area 
the following week.  WB Sanders will continue to work in the area until the sheep move to their sum-
mer range.   
 
On April 23rd, a sheep producer in western Elko County reported the loss of six lambs, valued at 
$750, to ravens.  On April 25th, Pilot Baer responded to the location and confirmed the losses.  Pilot 
Baer utilized eggs treated with DRC 1339 to remove several ravens in the immediate location.  Pilot 
Baer also provided technical assistance in the form of nonlethal recommendations to help prevent 
future problems.  Pilot Baer and WB Sanders will continue to monitor the sheep in this area for pre-
dation issues. 
 
Raven control efforts are a large part of Wildlife Service’s activities in Eastern Nevada.  Most raven 
control projects take place during the spring months when both wildlife and livestock are having their 
young.  Ravens are known predators of most nesting birds including the Greater Sage Grouse, wa-
terfowl, turkeys and other upland game birds.  Ravens can also kill and injure livestock (with new-
born calves and lambs the most affected).  Many ravens can appear overnight when lambing and 
calving activities begin.  Ravens and other predators are often attracted by after birth and other 
sights, sounds and smells associated with ranching activities.  Ravens will often times start pecking 
at the eyes and other parts of newborn livestock resulting in both injury and death.  One cattle 
rancher in Lincoln County reported that his first two calves of the season were both left blind by ra-
ven attacks.  Both calves survived, but had to be bottle fed for several months.  In recent years, at-
tacks on lambs have become very common. 
   
Nonlethal control efforts are always recommended and in place prior to lethal control.  Nonlethal 
control measures include harassment and hazing, scare tactics, carcass removal, herding, animal 
husbandry as well as several other nonlethal tactics.  The most efficient lethal control method is a 
chemical application using DRC 1339.  Chicken eggs are hard boiled and a small amount of DRC 
1339 is injected into each egg.  A red skull with cross bones is then stamped on each egg.  The 
treated eggs are then placed in fake nests near the site of the damage.  DRC 1339 is a toxicant that 
is very specific to corvids including ravens.  There is no secondary poisoning, meaning that other 
animals can scavenge the dead ravens with no lethal effect.  The toxicant is also not harmful to 
other animals and humans.  A guard dog once ate more than 20 treated eggs and did not have any 
negative reactions.  Raven control efforts will continue as raven populations continue to grow. 
 
On April 29th, DS Bennett and SD Jensen attended the N-4 Grazing Board meeting in Ely, Nevada.  
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Several board members expressed their appreciation for all the work provided by Wildlife Services 
during the past year.  One long time board member commented that, “the Wildlife Services program 
today, is from top to bottom, the best he has seen in his lifetime”. 
 
April is the beginning of lambing season for the East District and is the busiest time of year.  Work 
started several weeks ago with preventative control measures.  Feed conditions appear to be excel-
lent and hopefully lambing season will be a great success for sheep producers throughout Nevada. 
 
On April 24th, Aaron Freund started work in Nevada as a Wildlife 
Specialist.  WS Freund comes from Wisconsin.  WS Freund worked 
for the Wisconsin Wildlife Services program controlling beavers, 
black bears and wolves.  He has also worked for the Arizona Wildlife 
Services Program and had also worked for the Nevada program 
several years ago.  WS Freund will be conducting raven and badger 
control efforts on the NA4W Heritage project protecting sage grouse.  
We would like to extend a heartfelt welcome to WS Freund. 
     
West District 
 
On April 1st, Pilot Wes Gossard and back up CM Luke Barto flew the largest sheep producer in Lyon 
County.  The aerial crew flew several hours around the lambing area, resulting in the removal of two 
coyotes.  The coyote density around this particular sheep producer is extremely low because WS 
Eric Hansen has been placing out a lot of ground equipment in the immediate lambing area.  WS 
Eric Hansen provided ground support during the early morning flight.  The sheep producer reported 
excellent lambing so far this year with not a single lamb lost to coyotes. 
 
On April 6th, Pilot Gossard and CM Brandon VanderMay conducted an early morning flight around a 
sheep producer in Humboldt County.  During the flight, a total of five coyotes were removed in close 
proximity to the lambing area.  WS John Peter provided excellent ground support by locating and 
directing the plane to three of the coyotes.  WS Peter will continue to protect these bands of sheep 
with both ground equipment and while muleback, riding the lambing range. 
 
On April 11th thru April 12th, DS Jack Spencer and Staff Biologist (SB) Jack Sengl initiated wildlife 
protection efforts on the Nevada Department of Wildlife’s Mason Valley 
management area (MVMA).  The main wildlife resources requiring pro-
tection are the wild turkeys and ring necked pheasants, however, other 
upland game bird and waterfowl species will also likely benefit from the 
removal of coyotes, bobcats, mink, raccoons and ravens.  SB Sengl 
will continue to place and monitor equipment on the management area 
for the next month and a half.  During the reporting period: SB Sengl 
learned the area and problem areas thanks to the assistance of the greatly appreciated West District 
Supervisor and NDOW MVMA folks; removed an alpha coyote pair and one den (with the appreci-
ated assistance of WS Eric Hansen), one bobcat, and four mink. 
 
On April 11th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an early morning flight around several 
lambing areas in Washoe County.  During the flight, the air crew removed one coyote and located 
one coyote den right in the middle of a group of day old lambs.  WS Doug Koepke provided ground 
support and den removal during aerial the operations.  Protection efforts will be ongoing. 
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On April 11th, WS Koepke trail-snared a 75 pound, three year old female lion 
in Washoe County.  Two sheep producers in this area have been plagued with 
depredating lions this year, as in years past.  This is the 11th depredating lion 
removed in this area (hunt unit 015) in the past three weeks.  To date, nearly 
70 ewes and lambs (estimated at $12,000) have been verified killed by lions. 
Prior to 1998, this area did not have lions according to the sheep ranchers 
who raised sheep in the area for 50 years, nor had the trappers seen sign of 
lions in the area.  It appears a robust lion population is now a permanent fix-
ture in this area.  WS Koepke will continue to remove offending lions and 
coyotes around the lambing range. 
 
On April 12th, WS Ben Miller trail snared a 120 pound six year old male lion on the edge of hunt unit 
014 and 015 for the NDOW Washoe County Mule Deer protection project.  WS Miller is utilizing trail 
snares and call boxes to capture depredating lions in the area.  WS Miller’s expertise in trail snaring 
and his relentless endurance enables him to hike into remote, roadless areas where mule deer and 
bighorn sheep reside and place equipment to protect wildlife resources. 
 
On April 12th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an early morning aerial operation around 
two sheep producers in Lander County.  During the flight, a total of four coyotes were removed in 
close proximity to the lambing area.  WS George Hansen provided ground support during aerial op-
erations. 
 
On April 13th, WS Miller checked trail snares around a good population of mule deer that were still on 
the winter feeding grounds in the Washoe County Mule Deer project (hunt unit 014).  Upon inspec-
tion, WS Miller removed a large seven year old female lion that had moved into the area, but was 
captured before it had time to enjoy the readily available mule deer living in the area.  WS Miller will 
continue to protect ungulate wildlife in the protection area. 
 
On April 14th, WS Miller inspected another site where bighorn 
sheep and mule deer reside on the Washoe County Mule 
Deer project (hunt 014).  WS Miller had to climb up into some 
very rocky country that acts as a funnel where lions typically 
lay up once they move into the protection area.  Upon in-
specting a trail snare set-up, WS Miller removed a 170 
pound, five year old lion (eight foot and one inch long).  This 
was the 14th lion removed in about a 10 mile area between 
hunt unit 015 (livestock protection) and hunt unit 014 (wildlife 
protection).  Trail snares have been a very valuable tool pro-
tecting both wildlife and livestock efforts in these situations.  
WS Miller will continue to protect wildlife in his work area as 
he takes his duties seriously, knowing that abundant predatory wildlife populations can have an ill 
effect on wild ungulate populations. 
 
During the reporting period, WS Peter was busy running ground equipment on calving and lambing 
areas to remove stock killing coyotes.  During the past month, WS Peter removed 31 coyotes by util-
izing the M-44 device.  WS Peter places M-44’s around lambing areas and moves them constantly 
as the livestock continually move from one grazing area to the next.  WS Peter will continue to pro-
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tect vulnerable newborn calves and lambs. 
 
On April 14th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an early morning flight around two lamb 
bands in Humboldt County that lost two lambs, valued at $250, to coyotes.  During the early morning 
flight a total of three coyotes were removed. The aerial crew also spotted a coyote den from the air 
which was relayed to WS Peter, who subsequently rode his mule back to the location and removed 
it.  The sheep had moved right on top of the coyotes den, so it is likely these were the sheep killing 
coyotes.  WS Peter will continue to protect livestock in his work area. 
 
On April 15th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an early morning aerial operation on the 
Washoe County Mule Deer project (hunt unit 014).  During the flight, the aerial crew flew from deer 
herd to deer herd looking for coyotes.  A total of two coyotes were removed during aerial operations.  
It is a good sign when the aerial crew only finds a couple of coyotes around the area, as it usually 
indicates that the trapper in the area has been working hard to keep the coyotes at bay. 
 
On Sunday April 17th, DS Spencer inspected the Virginia Mountain Bighorn Sheep project in 
Washoe County (hunt unit 022).  While Wildlife Dis-
ease Biologist (WDB) Zack Bowers has been placing 
and monitoring equipment on one side of the moun-
tain to target lions, DS Spencer also placed trail 
snares around a drainage where a small group of big-
horn sheep were residing on the other side of the 
mountain.  DS Spencer had one of his hounds along 
and shortly after leaving the pickup, the hound trailed 
a lion track from the previous evening.  The hound 
soon headed up the canyon right where DS Spencer 
had placed the trail snare.  It took DS Spencer over an 
hour to make it to the location of the snares and upon 
reaching the first snare found where the hound had run the lion into the snare.  The lion was a 75 
pound, three year old female.  This area is extremely rugged and most lions pursued here with 
hounds in previous years had not been caught because the lions head for the rocky cliff country that 
is both treacherous for hounds and handlers.  This rocky, remote area is not accessible by horse-
back or ATV, so long foot hikes are the only way to get into the area.  DS Spencer and WDB Bowers 
will continue to protect this augmented bighorn sheep population as time allows. 
 
On April 21st thru April 22nd, DS Spencer conducted a 
routine ride along with WS Eric Hansen in Lyon County.  
DS Spencer spoke with two of WS Eric Hansen’s larg-
est livestock producers and they couldn’t say enough 
good things about his protection efforts.  The largest 
sheep producer in Lyon County mentioned that during 
each spring’s lambing period he would lose 125-150 
lambs each year to coyotes for the past several dec-
ades, however, this last spring he only lost three lambs 
to coyotes!  This is a testament to WS Eric Hansen’s 
work ethic and ability in minimizing livestock losses.  
WS Eric Hansen will continue to protect livestock in his 
work area from predatory wildlife. 



 

 

 
On April 26th, Pilot Gossard and CM VanderMay conducted an aerial operation around a lambing 
area in Lyon County, however, not a single coyote was found.  It is very rare for the aerial crew not to 
find a coyote with young lambs on the ground, however, with lots of trail snares and leghold traps 
working a lambing range it is a welcome sight for the rancher trying to raise livestock. 
 
On Sunday April 24th, a livestock producer from Douglas County requested assistance for a lion that 
had killed a large male sheep, valued at $350.  DS Spencer visited the attack site that day, but in the 
pouring rain it was hard to determine what had killed the ram.  There were large canine holes in the 
ram’s neck, so DS Spencer placed two livestock protection traps adjacent to the kill.  The next morn-
ing, the ram had been dragged and fed upon (approximately 40 pounds of meat missing) and the 
conditions were better to determine that is was a black bear and not a lion.  DS Spencer also theo-
rized that it was a very, very large bear.  DS Spencer contacted NDOW who dispatched a Game 
Warden to the location who set a cage/culvert trap near the depredation site and the following morn-
ing a 540 pound black bear was captured.  The livestock producer was pleased that the oversized 
stock killing bear was removed and that both agencies quickly responded to the livestock losses.  No 
further livestock losses have been reported since the removal of the black bear. 
 
During the reporting period, WS Miller placed out DRC-1339 
treated egg baits around 15 sage grouse lek sites in Washoe 
County, targeting nest raiding ravens.  Research indicates that 
sage grouse normally nest within a mile of the strutting grounds, 
so the surgical process of removing ravens is hoped to produce 
more sage grouse chicks.  Protection efforts will be ongoing 
throughout the sage grouse nesting season. 
 
During the reporting period, WB Luke Barto continued formal 
surveys at an Army Corps of Engineers funded project and protected aviation safety at a local airport. 

New and Developing Methods 
WS Peter, WS Miller, WS Koepke and DS 
Spencer have been working together, devel-
oping trail snares and exclusion fencing that 
better target depredating lions in areas where 
they warrant removal to protect livestock and 
natural resources such as mule deer and big-
horn sheep.  It has taken a lot of work to opti-
mize proper snare size loops, cable lengths, 
swivel systems, cable diameters, anchor sys-
tems and wire netting to fence out non-target 
species, while still capable of efficiently cap-
turing and holding the lions.  This capture sys-
tem, coupled with pre-set call boxes, is greatly helping our take of targeted lions in non-target rich en-
vironments. 
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Valuing and Investing in Employees 
On April 19th, SD Jensen conducted a field inspection on SB Sengl at the Mason Valley Wildlife 
Management NDOW Project.  SB Sengl took SD Jensen on an equipment check, soliciting advice 
throughout the day on how to improve upon his approaches.  Field inspections are a very important 
management tool that the program utilizes to: develop and invest in employees; keep managers and 
supervisors abreast of what is happening in the field; and offers the opportunity to get dirty and bit-
ten by hordes of various insect species (apologies). 
 
WS Eric Hansen spent several days at the Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area NDOW project 
passing on knowledge, skill and ability (KSAs) in capturing coyotes while minimizing non-target take 
to SB Sengl.  WS Eric Hansen’s time and KSA’s were GREATLY appreciated.    
  

Information and Communication 
On April 28th, SD Jensen and DS Spencer attended the N-3 Grazing Board Meeting in Fallon. 
 
On April 29th, SD Jensen and DS Bennett attended the N-4 Grazing Board Meeting in Ely. 
 

Emerging Trends/Issues 
Nothing to Report. 
  

Equal Employment Opportunity/Civil Rights (EEO/CR) 
Nothing to Report. 
 
Future Meetings and Events 
May 5th, Airport Wildlife Hazard Management training in Reno.  WB Barto to administer. 
 
May 14th, NDOW Commission meeting in Reno.  SD Jensen to attend. 
 
May 21st, Garden College radio interview in Reno.  WB Luke Barto to conduct. 
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