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FAQs

Frequently Asked Questions
About Pollinators in Nevada

Q: What is the Nevada Department of Agriculture
(NDA) doing to help bees?

NDA appreciates the importance of honey bees and other
pollinators in the urban environment to pollinate small
farms and gardens, especially almonds, and ornamental
horticulture. As such, NDA is concerned about health of
honey bees, native bees, and other pollinators, as they are
important to Nevada agriculture, such as for alfalfa seed,
melons, greenhouse tomatoes, greenhouse cucumbers,
some fruits and vegetables, and honey production.

Some of our activities and responsibilities:

o NDA participates in USDA’s national honey bee survey
and supports USDA efforts to protect pollinators.

o NDA has links to EPA pollinator protection
information on its web site and supports EPA’s actions
to protect pollinators, including recent upgrades to
pesticide labels to better protect bees and new data
requirements and risk assessment approaches for
assessing pollinator risk.

o In Nevada, beekeepers are required to notify pest
control companies of the location of their bee colonies.
The pest control companies are required to avoid the
colonies in order to protect the bees.

o NDA has the authority to investigate reports of bee kills
and to levy fines or take other legal action.

Q: Are honey bees and other pollinators threatened in

Nevada?

State Entomologist Jeff Knight says he has received no
reports of extraordinary bee colony losses in Nevada. He
says there is anecdotal evidence to support that there are
more colonies of honey bees in Nevada now than there has
ever been. However, he reports that there is some evidence
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that climate change is a threat to pollinators, especially
bumble bees.

Knight also states that the biggest threat to honey
bees in Nevada is the Africanized honey bee in southern
Nevada. The state has a quarantine program in place to
keep Africanized honey bees from moving north of Clark
County. Knight recommends regular re-queening of honey
bee colonies in Clark County to control Africanization.

Q: Are pesticides hurting bees in Nevada?

The State Entomologist reports that he has not seen
any significant pollinator or bee kills in Nevada from
commercially applied pesticides. Both urban and
agricultural pesticide applicators should follow pesticide
labels and use Integrated Pest Management, “using
pesticides only when absolutely necessary and when
economically and environmentally sound.”

Contact
Jeff Knight, State Entomologist
775-353-3767
‘B jknight@agri.nv.gov
Nevada Department of Agriculture
405 S. 21st Street o Sparks, NV 89431
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Q: Is having your own backyard colony of honey bees

going to help the honey bee situation?

Having a honey bee colony is a great way to produce your
own honey. However, there are plenty of honey bee colonies
today in urban areas of Nevada to provide adequate
pollination. If you do want to have a backyard colony of
honey bees, be sure to inform your neighbors, as some
people have allergies to bee stings. Be sure to also follow
all local regulations and follow good bee keeping practices,
including providing adequate food and water for the bees.

Q: What are other pollinators in Nevada besides honey

bees?

There are more than 2,500 species of native bees in
Nevada. Some growers use managed colonies of leafcutter
bees, alkali bees, and blue orchard bees.

Q: What about Colony Collapse Disorder?

In 2006 and 2007, some commercial beekeepers reported
large over-winter bee losses. Some beekeepers found
colonies with live queens and brood, but few worker bees,
which came to be called Colony Collapse Disorder. Since
then, USDA surveys have found that over winter bee losses
from all causes, including Colony Collapse Disorder, have
dropped, though they are still higher than beekeepers would
like.

Since 2006, USDA and international research has shown
that Colony Collapse Disorder does not have a single cause.
Colony Collapse Disorder is primarily related to stressed
colonies and associated with large migratory beekeepers
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hauling honey bees over large distances. Contributing
causes are the Varroa mite, other parasites and pathogens,
migratory stress, and poor nutrition. The Varroa mite is a
major bee parasite that was introduced into the U.S. in 1987
and spread across the U.S. during the 1990s and 2000s.
Some researchers have implicated neonicotinoid
insecticides as a contributing cause, and the NDA supports
the EPA risk assessment process in evaluating these
claims. NDA also supports the USDA-led Colony Collapse
Disorder Steering Committee and Colony Collapse
Disorder Action Plan.

Q: Where can | get more information?

o NDA website. http://agri.nv.gov/Plant/
Environmental_Services/Environmental Services_
Home/

o State Entomologist. http://agri.nv.gov/Plant/
Entomology/Entomology_Home/

o Northern Nevada Beekeepers Association. http://
northernnevadabeekeepersassociation.org/

« USDA Carl Hayden Bee Research Center in

Tucson, Arizona. http://www.ars.usda.gov/recovery/
tucson.htm

« USDA and EPA web sites: http://www.ars.usda.gov/
News/docs.htm?docid=15572, http://www?2.epa.gov/
pollinator-protection , http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/
about/intheworks/honeybee.htm

o Bee Informed Partnership. http://beeinformed.org/

» Project Apis m. http://projectapism.org/

« Pollinator Partnership. http://www.pollinator.org/.
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Varroa mites are a major threat to honey bee health and are becoming resistant to two compounds (coumaphos and fluvalinate) used to
control them. Beekeepers now have a simple assay to determine whether mites are resistant and thus ensure use of appropriate control

measures. Photo: Stephen Ausmus, USDA, ARS.
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